
 

 

 

Hello everyone! 

With warmer days (allegedly) and lighter nights our thoughts turn to summer and holidays again 

perhaps,  and where better than sleepy Dulverton, a passing place on the Taunton-Barnstable single 

line, close to the Somerset- Devon border. Alas, the goods sidings have already been severed following 

the withdrawal of freight traffic the previous year and the bay platform for the terminating Exe Valley 

branch from Exeter rendered redundant after that route had also closed the previous year. The train 

has a local connection for it is the summer Saturday 6.55am Wolverhampton-Ilfracombe service on 

the 22nd August 1964 hauled by Taunton allocated 43XX class 2-6-0 mogul No 6363. Even the loco in 

the picture would be withdrawn within a matter of weeks and the whole branch closed two years 

later. Do any readers have memories of travelling to Ilfracombe by train? 
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The 6.55am departure from Low Level was a through 

restaurant car train to Penzance with a portion for 

Ilfracombe arriving at 2.41pm. After calling in the Black 

Country and Snow Hill the service took the North 

Warwickshire line to Stratford- on -Avon and beyond. 

Although not in heavy type in the timetable here, there 

definitely were through carriages until 1st September 

ōǳǘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

Minehead? I assume Stafford Road men worked to 

Bristol and the train split at Taunton -can anyone 

confirm this? 



 

 

From the Walsall Observer of 1963, a report 

on an accident at Rushall level crossing in July 

that I discovered had a Codsall connection. The lightweight Derby unit struck a lorry loaded with 

coke pushing it 50 yards along the line proving anything but lightweight when it struck! Moments 

before, the lorry driver had bailed out of his cab as his brakes failed approaching the gates with the 

train some 500 yards away. The train driver, Mr J Jones of The Broadway, Codsall suffered only a cut 

finger.  

This was the second accident at the crossing in less than six months for in February a carΩs brakes failed 

approaching the crossing and the vehicle smashed through the gates coming to rest on the line in front 

of an approaching 34 wagon freight train. The car was completely destroyed but fortunately neither 

the car driver or the footplate crew were injured. The signalman watching the drama unfold in front 

of him and fearful of the train derailing took what he thought was the only option available to him and 

threw himself out of the back window of the box!   

 

Hard on the heels of their new Class 196 DMUs, West Midland Railway have started test runs for their 

new electric class 730 Aventra-family fleet being built at the Bombardier factory in Derby.  These 36 

trains in 3 car formation with a maximum speed of 90 mph, are the first of the Aventra range to have 

end gangways and are due to enter service later this year replacing the Class 323s and doubling 

capacity for passengers on the Birmingham Cross-City line. The class 323 EMUs (below) being replaced 

were among the last trains to enter service with British Rail before its privatisation in the mid-1990s.  

Forty-five 5-car units are also on 

order designed for outer suburban 

services and long-distance services 

respectively capable of running at 

110 mph. 



 

45231 was one of the 842 

LMS  5MT 4-6-0 (Black 5 to 

you and me) class introduced 

by William Stanier in 1936 

and built in batches until 

1954 at Crewe Works (241), 

Derby works (54), Horwich 

works (120), Vulcan Foundry 

(100) and, in the largest single locomotive order ever given by British railways to an outside 

contractor, Armstrong Whitworth (327). The class remained intact until 1961 when 45401 was the 

first Black Five to be withdrawn from stock following a collision at Warrington. The remainder of the 

class were withdrawn between 1962 and 1968 with some 46 members of the class surviving to the 

last day of steam on BR in August 1968.  No. 45318, a Lostock Hall based engine, hauled the last 

scheduled steam train on August 3, 1968; a Preston to Liverpool exchange service. Although never 

named in BR days, 45231 was nonetheless named 3rd (Volunteer) Battalion The Worcestershire and 

Sherwood Foresters Regiment in preservation at Quorn on the Great Central Railway on 9 May 1976, 

subsequently and understandably, replaced with the much simpler The Sherwood Forrester.  

The loco made an appearance on the Crewe -

Wolverhampton-Crewe test circuit for Jeremy 

IƻǎƪƛƴƎΩǎ [ƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ Services company on three 

consecutive days in late March, its progress 

photographed by Roger at Codsall above, Ray 

Franklin at Allscott right, Leon at Histons Hill below 

and Ivan Whitehouse in black and white at Bilbrook, 

Bottom, with Kian Steed & Josh Harvey on the 

footplate. 
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Loco spot 

LǾŀƴ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜǎǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

couple photo- bombed him at 

Bilbrook Left! 

Andrew Watts was at Monkton 

playing fields, Penkridge. Right 

In shades of 1960, someone 

was heard to say on the 

ǘƘƛǊŘ ŘŀȅΣ LǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ .ƭŀŎƪ рΗ 

 



 

 

Part 4 

 

Club regular Derek Horton recalls his 

days working for Virgin Trains 

(originally penned for a non-railway 

audience) 

After a week of 'shadowing' a full time Virgin 

I was let loose to deal with situations as they 

occurred. Equipped with a radio set you were 

in contact working as a Stafford Virgin with all 

staff on the station and any problem could be 

passed on to a senior Virgin'. One of the tasks 

was to 'Meet & Greet' in the station foyer 

which was not much of a problem as the 

blockade had yet to commence. On occasions 

the casual Virgins were given the 'disabled 

passenger assistance' list; DPA in railway 

terms. This help is still available on a pre 

booking at any staffed railway station in the 

UK. It required the staff to meet a person off a 

train and possibly take to a taxi or transfer to 

another train or meet a passenger in the 

station foyer and take them to their train. This 

was to turn out to be rather difficult on many 

occasions as trains were only allowed two 

minutes in the platform and my job was to see 

the person on to the train. It was a bone of 

contention with me that it was the train 

manager's job to see the person on the train 

which they were never in a position to do so, 

so I would accompany the person on the train 

to their booked seat which quite often I would 

find occupied. Most trains had wheelchair 

space for two; one in first class and one in 

standard. Very often this space would be taken 

up with luggage which had to be moved, and 

on numerous times I was 'Overcarried', in 

other words I was left on the train as it 

continued to its next stop, usually 

Wolverhampton or Crewe but on occasions it 

was Nuneaton, Birmingham and Wilmslow. I 

would then get the next train back to Stafford.  

I made a note that on the 

12th May I had to get into 

the stores only to find a 

bicycle padlocked to the 

door. Tannoy 

announcements for the 

owner to release his bike 

were fruitless so heavy bolt 

cutters were brought in so we could enter the 

cage. The same morning while assisting a lady 

with a pram onto the lift, a gentleman joining 

the lift tripped as he entered falling and hitting 

his head on the pram and in so doing received 

a 2-inch gash which needed stiches. Whilst 

taking him to a taxi he explained he was a 

doctor at Stafford hospital and he was on his 

way to work!  

Another interesting arrival at the station was a 

lady with two Afgan hounds and a sledge. She 

was very 'put out' that the train manager had 

made her stay in the luggage compartment 

with her dogs and she was going to complain 

at the very highest level at her treatment. I 

must say that I did not have much sympathy 

with her.  

Four days before the 'Blockade' the six casuals 

were off to Crewe for more training and to 

learn that we were to have extra recruits 

starting in a few ǿŜŜƪǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ. 

 

 

 

Stafford Virgins 


