
Reading Sunday 17th January  

John 1 43-51 

Jesus calls Philip and Nathaniel 

 

This reading is at the start of Jesus’ ministry, and it describes the calling of 

Philip and Nathaniel. Firstly, Jesus calls Philip, by just asking Philip to ‘Follow 

me’. Philip doesn’t hesitate, but he then finds Nathaniel, and invites him to 

come with him. Nathaniel is more dubious, but follows Philip’s invitation to 

‘Come and See’. 

I wonder how we would have reacted in this situation -would we have just 

dropped everything and follow Jesus ? I am not sure if I would, but I think I 

would have accepted the invitation to ‘Come and See’.  

We all come to Jesus in different ways. Some of us will have come from an 

actively Christian family, attended Sunday school and/or church, and your faith 

continually was part of you, and maybe grew over the years. Some of you may 

have come to Christianity later in life – maybe gradually finding more and 

more, and some may have heard a call, felt you have heard God speaking to 

you, and come to God suddenly. None of these ways is right or wrong – we all 

find God in different ways. 

We, I think, also need to remember this if we talk to anyone about their faith, or 

lack of it. At the moment, we can’t invite people to come to church to ‘Come 

and see’, but maybe we could suggest if it is appropriate to watch our on-line 

services – maybe they would like to ‘Come and see’ by watching our 

broadcasts. Many people at the moment will be feeling lonely, cut off from 

people, and an invitation to ‘Come and see’ our televised services at home may 

help them feel they are not so alone. We need to remember that God is always 

with us, and I am sure is encouraging us all to ‘Come and See’ 

Take care and stay safe.   

With love and blessings         Jill Gollins xx 


