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The building is closed.
The church is open
Looking back over the last 12 months, we have witnessed
tremendous changes to our lives, our country, our world,
that could not have been foreseen. So many changes to
our own personal lives that sometimes it has been difficult
to know how to lead our lives. Just to list a few of the
questions those changes have posed; can we go to work
or school or not, where and how long can we exercise,
can we travel to other parts of the country, can we visit friends or family, will we have enough
food, will my job be safe? A certain amount of change can be for the good, we can learn
for the future or find another way of doing things, but conversely it can be unsettling and
stressful as we have to adjust our ways of thinking and behaving. We have all had different
experiences of dealing with the effects of Coronavirus but how do we cope when the going
gets tough? One way is to go for a walk or simply get out into the garden or look out of
the window. We are lucky to be able to surround ourselves with nature, the countryside
that remains constant except for the seasonal changes, unchanged by the events in our
immediate human lives (there are already signs that Spring has sprung). Our God given
creation of birdsong, dazzling skies, sunrises and sunsets, or squelching through mud and
puddles or crunching on ice. Another of my go to places for peace and solace is the voice of
God, the Bible. From the creation of the Earth at the start of Genesis to the prophecy at the
end of Revelation, there are so many examples of human emotions, ranging from joy and
serenity, to trials and tribulations of the biblical peoples, which puts our position today into
perspective, and throughout it all, there is another constant that will never change, that we
can, and need to hang on to;
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews, chapter 13 v8). No matter
what we’ve faced or done in the past, what we are dealing with today, or what we will
deal with in the future, Jesus, as God’s son, has been, is, and will be with us, giving us
his unconditional love. Isn’t this knowledge so comforting to hang on to?As Christians we
are not immune to suffering, in fact quite the opposite when we think of those persecuted
around the world, and we have the same human frailties of worry, greed, envy etc, but we
seek forgiveness knowing that Jesus understands, as he came to live amongst us and also
experienced suffering. This coming month, from Wednesday 17th February, we remember
one of those occasions, his 40 days and nights in the desert being tempted by the devil,
by observing the period of Lent. Unfortunately another change at the moment is our church
buildings are once again closed but we can still, if we wish, include a time of silence outside
on a walk, and the church, as a community, is still open. We don’t know what the future
holds; this may be our second time when we cannot celebrate Easter, in early April, in
church, but we should not expect and do not need, a building to contain us. God’s love for
everyone can still shine through in the most basic of ways, by a greeting or a smile, radiating
out even from under a mask!
As a church we are continuing to respond to change by providing online services, and
information about these or the community can be found on our Facebook page, website or
noticeboard. I’d like to leave you with the start of a passage from the Old Testament book
of Ecclesiastes chapter 3 verses 1-8;There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under the heavens...(you may remember the song by the Byrds, Turn! Turn! Turn!
1965) Perhaps you could look up the rest and ponder in a moment of silent contemplation
that there is change, but God as our constant, reigns over all.
Blessings

Serena Gilmour
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News from St. Nicholas’ and St. Peter’s
physical or mental health, this abundance
of new services has meant less isolation
in a time when many others were, for the
THE DEPARTED				
first time, feeling cut off from the rest of
We extend our sympathy to the relatives of their world. As one in the Enabling Church
those who have died recently :
network in the diocese said recently: “The
availability of online prayer, worship and
Tonya Marie Adcock, 53 years
Reginald John Ball, 80 years
study has been life changing for me and
Avis Jobber, 94 years
no doubt thousands of housebound people
Brian Ginn Millar, 71 years
like me. I’ve been able to join morning
Irene Jenny Newell, 88 years
prayer, evening prayer and Sunday worship
Patricia Mary Yates, 92 years
once again, and am also a member of an
online Christian discussion group. I’m
Pray for me as I will for Thee.
sure that they have helped me overcome
that we shall all meet merrily
feelings of isolation and estrangement,
in Heaven’
St. Thomas More
connecting me once again with the church
HOLY MATRIMONY
community which I’ve missed and within
We congratulate :
which I can fulfil our purpose and give and
receive love.”
18th December
Luke Hassan & Katherine Acaster
In a year that was different to any other, life
*******************************
was different, church was different, worship
was different. Although the physical doors
ST NICHOLAS PARISH CHURCH
on our church buildings were shut for many
PRAYER CHAIN
months, for many Christians new doors
PRAYING THROUGHOUT THE DAY
were opening as much of the church’s
Is there someone that you would like us to life moved online; many people who are
pray for? At St Nicholas, there is a group of house-bound, both recently and more
people who pray for the needs of others. If long term, have been delighted to have
there is someone you would like us to pray access to the worship and community
for, please ring Jackie Morgans 845577, of the Church again. Much energy from
there is always complete confidentiality. ministers has been put into establishing
practices, developing resources and
raising skill levels; and in some churches,
Different life, different church,
new volunteers have come forward to
different worship
resource online worship and ministry.
Virtual worship has worked well for many
Zoe Corney finds some have welcomed
Christians with statistics showing that one
the changes to church life brought about
quarter of the UK population has taken part
by the pandemic
in online worship during the last year.
2020… the year that churches all over the
country had to close the doors on its A survey in our own diocese in the middle of
buildings. But 2020 was also the year that last year showed that over 60% of parishes
we were introduced to new ways to worship, were able to make provision for online
with the surge in the provision of online worship during the first lockdown. And
and telephone services. For many who our own cathedral in Lichfield is now livefind leaving the house difficult due to poor streaming services three times per day,
PLEASE REMEMBER
IN YOUR PRAYERS
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and regularly has online congregations at come in? Jesus is described in the New
morning prayer that are up to ten times the Testament as the Light of the World, and
number that used to attend in person.
early Christians developed the tradition of
lighting many candles in celebration of this
For many, the lockdown and the provision day. The Church also fell into the custom
of online prayer and worship which have of blessing the year’s supply of candles for
come out of it have been a major boost to the church on this day – hence the name,
spiritual life. Of course, virtual church will Candlemas.
never replace Church but the two do sit
side by side.
The story of how Candlemas began can be
It’s good for the church that we now know found in Luke 2:22-40. Simeon’s great
that online discipleship and fellowship is declaration of faith and recognition of who
part of our life. It’s good for the church that Jesus was is of course found in the Nunc
we can reach people again that we had too Dimittis, which is embedded in the Office of
easily let go of.
Evening Prayer in the West. But in medieval
times, the Nunc Dimittis was mostly used
Perhaps the challenge to pose is not one just on this day, during the distribution
of inclusion but of integration: how will our of candles before the Eucharist. Only
online and offline lives fit together?
gradually did it win a place in the daily
prayer life of the Church.
Zoe Corney is part of the diocesan
Enabling Church team, who also lives with St. Blaise - 3rd February
ME. The Enabling Church team is part of
Transforming Communities Together, a St Blaise is the saint for you if you have a
charity formed and supported by Lichfield sore throat, or a pet who is ill. He was born
Diocese and Church Urban Fund, delegated in Sebastea, ancient Armenia, (now Sivas,
to support people and communities to in Turkey) sometime during the late
thrive and flourish tctogether.org.uk
3rd century, and became a physician. But
his compassion did not stop there: he
Some of the Holy Days we celebrate this went on to become bishop of Sebastea,
Month
and thus a physician of souls. Known for
his dedication to prayer, Blaise taught by
The Presentation of Christ in the Temple his own example of virtue and sanctity, as
much as by his words. His ministry was
In bygone centuries, Christians said their accompanied by many miracles of healing,
last farewells to the Christmas season on and people (and animals) came flocking to
Candlemas, 2nd February. This is exactly him from near and far.
40 days after Christmas Day itself.
When in 316 the governor of Cappadocia
In New Testament times 40 days old was an and Lesser Armenia began a persecution
important age for a baby boy: it was when of Christians, Blaise was arrested. As
they made their first ‘public appearance’. he was being led to prison, a distraught
Mary, like all good Jewish mothers, went mother, whose only child was choking to
to the Temple with Jesus, her first male death on a fishbone, threw herself at his
child – to ‘present Him to the Lord’. At the feet and begged for help. Blaise prayed,
same time, she, as a new mother, was and immediately the child was cured.
‘purified’. Thus, we have the Festival of the Regardless, the governor had him beaten
Presentation of Christ in the Temple.
and beheaded. But the miracle was not
forgotten by the people who loved him, and
So, where does the Candlemas bit Blaise became the patron saint of illnesses
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Village stories part 5 The one where
Geoff’s Aunty Nora visits

of the throat, and of wild beasts.

Blaise was one of the most popular saints
of the Middle Ages. There are several Nora Barlow was Geoff’s father’s younger
churches named after him in England, sister. She had made quite a name for
from Cornwall to Oxfordshire.
herself on television as a cook, but in
later years had not been on so often and
Shrove Tuesday -Pancake Day
rumours abounded about her temper and
Ever wonder why we eat pancakes just inability to get on with those around her.
before Lent? The tradition dates back to So it shouldn’t have come as a surprise
Anglo-Saxon times, when Christians spent when she walked off stage in Birmingham
Lent in repentance and severe fasting.
declaring that she couldn’t take anymore of
these ignorant people around her.
So on the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, The surprise was that she arrived at Geoff
the church bell would summon them to and Elaine’s home in a taxi, surrounded by
confession, where they would be ‘shriven’, luggage, just after they and their children
or absolved from their sins, which gives had completely renovated the Great Hall
us Shrove Tuesday. At home, they would and made themselves comfortable.
then eat up their last eggs and fat, and
making a pancake was the easiest way to When they had a moment together later in
do this. For the next 47 days, they pretty the day Elaine made it very clear to Geoff
well starved themselves.
that Aunty Nora could not stay. Elaine told
him, in no uncertain terms ‘The last time
Pancakes feature in cookery books as far she came she watched everything I did in
back as 1439, and today’s pancake races the kitchen, didn’t offer to help, just told
are in remembrance of a panicked woman me what I was doing wrong. I’m not having
back in 1445 in Olney, Buckinghamshire. that again.’ She continued ‘Don’t worry I’ll
She was making pancakes when she heard be sensitive how I tell her.’ When it came to
the shriving bell calling her to confession. actually doing the job it was more difficult
Afraid she’d be late, she ran to the church than she had anticipated, Aunty Nora had
in a panic, still in her apron, and still holding come to stay, explaining that her house in
the pan.
Hampstead was let for the rest of the year
so she couldn’t go home. She had literally
Flipping pancakes is also centuries old. A nowhere else to go. ‘Couldn’t the children
poem from Pasquil’s Palin in 1619 runs: share?’ she asked. Elaine replied that it
“And every man and maide doe take their was out of the question and she tried to
turne, And tosse their Pancakes up for remain calm as she explained that the two
feare they burne.”
youngest were already sharing by their
own choice, the middle two were boys but
Some people have noted that the had been sharing in the past and would not
ingredients of pancakes can be used to be happy to be together again and the two
highlight four significant things about this oldest were boy and girl and studying for
time of year: eggs stand for creation, flour important exams and couldn’t be disturbed.
is the staff of life, while salt keeps things ‘We’ll see if there’s any vacancies at the
wholesome, and milk stands for purity.
pub in the village’ Elaine tried to placate
her.
Shrove Tuesday is always 47 days
before Easter Sunday and falls between Geoff was very pleased to be able to leave
3rd February and 9th March.
all the tension in the house and go to the
Church News Service
pub to find out about somewhere for his
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aunt to stay. The publican, Jack Hallam,
was not very helpful he had no rooms to
let, hadn’t had for years because he liked
having the place to himself, but when Geoff
explained about the problems he was
having at home Jack offered to let her stay
in his guest suite which he had for when
his own family came to visit, which didn’t
happen very often. Geoff was relieved and
went home to pile all of Aunty Norah’s
luggage into his van to move her away
from the Great Hall and keep Elaine happy.
Aunty explained that she didn’t need to take
everything with her and spent ages sorting
out what was in each suitcase, what she
didn’t take could be kept at the Hall until
she settled somewhere or was able to go
to her own home in Hampstead. Geoff was
just pleased to have it all settled and it had
all happened on a Friday so there was no
school the next day.
Norah’s arrival at the pub, the Plough and
Horses, was a bit fraught. She didn’t really
want to stay in a pub, but accepted that
there were no hotels in the area so decided
to make the most of it and move on as soon
as possible. The rooms she had were very
pleasant and when Jack explained that he
didn’t do breakfasts she just said ‘Please
can I use your kitchen in the morning,’
and feeling unusually generous offered to
cook him something, if he wanted. That
arrangement worked out very well and,
over a shared meal, Norah told him some
of her life story, editing out the worst parts.
He was interested to find out she was a
chef and asked if she would like to think
about cooking bar meals for the pub.
Norah thought about it and decided ‘what
the heck, why not, I’ve had no better offers
lately’ Seeing that no alterations were
needed to Jack’s kitchen they decided to
start the following weekend with a simple
menu and the locals who frequented the
pub were very surprised to see a notice
advertising bar meals. The orders for chips
soon started coming in, then some people
decided to have a meal, and save cooking

at home. Norah’s cooking was very good
and no one was more surprised than Geoff
and Elaine that Jack’s doing them a favour
had become meals at the pub and they had
never thought that Aunty Norah would finish
up working in a pub, but she had come to
the realisation that her television career
was over, but she loved cooking and in
agreeing to make the most of it by cooking
in the pub she’d found that she really loved
it and the customers’ appreciation.
After a few months Jack made the
suggestion to Norah that they develop
the pub and build on a restaurant. At first
she wasn’t sure that she wanted that
commitment to cooking over a long period
of time, but then realised that it could be
a money maker. When she talked it over
with Jack again she suggested that they
employ more staff and she knew just the
person to be a chef and he had a partner
who would make a good manager. Norah
was willing to sell her house in Hampstead
and buy a small cottage in the village and
invest in the restaurant which could be a
separate building or an extension to the
pub, whichever Jack thought best. All this
news amazed Geoff and Elaine. Being a
part of the community at Westwood Magna
had changed Aunty Norah so much and
they now saw her regularly and the children
got to know her well with their eldest
daughter thinking about going into the
hospitality business.
A few months later all the plans came to
fruition and all that was left was to think of
a name for the new restaurant. Eventually
the name ‘The Stables’ was decide on
because it was next to ‘The Plough and
Horses and it was a great success with
people coming from far and wide to eat the
imaginative meals offered each lunchtime
and evening. The additional customers
at the restaurant led to more visitors to
the other village shops and to the animal
sanctuary run by Polly Walker. It was a win
win situation for the whole community.
Avril Neal
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Answers to last month’s crossword
ACROSS: 1, Cock. 3, Shackles. 8, Play.
9, Paradise. 11, Faithfully. 14, Enmesh.
15, Unseen. 17, Armageddon. 20, Benjamin.
21, Beri. 22, Capitals. 23, USPG.

similarly dormant – tradition. The offering
of ‘sanctuary’ hospitality to pilgrims along
a pilgrimage route was, up until the English
Reformation of 1534, common practice.
Monasteries throughout the country would
have had a room or building reserved
specifically for travellers, who would rely
on these sanctuaries in order to make
pilgrimage. When pilgrimage was banned
in 1538, and monasteries demolished,
these two practices – making pilgrimage,
and providing sanctuary – ceased, lying
fallow for hundreds of years.

DOWN: 1, Cup of tea. 2, Charisma. 4, Heap
up. 5, Challenged. 6, Lois. 7, Slew. 10, The
Servant. 12, Lewdness. 13, Unending.
16, Daniel. 18, BBFC. 19, Snap.
Fairtrade Fortnight: 22nd February –
7th March
It has been a terrible year for farmers and
workers in the global south. In 2020, on
top of the pandemic, they had to deal with
the growing impact of climate change:
more droughts and crop disease, locusts,
floods, fires, and heatwaves. No wonder
their harvests were shrinking.

It is natural, then, that with the reemergence of pilgrimage in the UK, the
provision of sanctuary should likewise
become common practice again. The BPT
has worked with 13 churches along the
Old Way, who will offer overnight sanctuary
to BPT pilgrims walking the route, in
exchange for a donation (between £5-£10
Yet with the help of Fairtrade, many of per pilgrim for one night) to their church.
these producers of food, drinks and cottons In Spring 2021, Covid-19 permitting, the
can be equipped to meet more everyday Sanctuary Project will launch.
needs, and to deal with the challenges
facing them. So this month, why not The BPT is looking for more churches,
visit www.fairtrade.org.uk and see how you based along this route and in other
can send some support.
locations across Britain, to take up this
project. This is a fantastic opportunity:
Pilgrimage
not only will the project enable pilgrims
In the south of England, a new pilgrim path on lower incomes to make pilgrimage, but
is emerging. Winding through downland, it will also bring a new type of visitor and
weald and shoreline for 250 miles, the donation to churches.
Old Way from Southampton to Canterbury
is derived from the oldest road map of To find out more about the BPT’s Sanctuary
Britain: the Gough Map, c.1360. Like the Project,
visit:
britishpilgrimage.org/
Santiago de Compostela in Spain, this sanctuary
ancient route has lain dormant for years.
But it has been recently rediscovered National Nestbox Week
by the British Pilgrimage Trust, who Our birds are short
have used the Gough Map’s key anchor of nesting holes,
waypoints (corresponding to settlements and no wonder:
like Southampton, Chichester, Arundel, gardens, parks and
Battle, Rye etc) to create a new pilgrimage woodland are much
route with ancient roots.
neater than they
used to be, and
In unison with the Old Way’s development, modern homes offer few crannies for nest
the British Pilgrimage Trust are also building.
reintroducing another ancient – and
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have been destroyed since the Thirties,
due to modern agriculture. This means
that the 238,000 hectares of road verges
across the UK could become a vital habitat
for pollinators.

National Nestbox Week, which is
celebrated from 14th February each year,
aims to encourage us to put up more
nestboxes, and to consider planting shrubs
or trees with fruit that birds eat. These can
make all the difference to birds struggling
to survive, especially blue tits, great tits,
house sparrows, robins and starlings.

The Government has pledged to build
4,000 miles of new road by 2025
Church News Service

The British Trust for Ornithologiy (BTO)
offers a variety of ideas for building and
placing nestboxes. Go to: https://www.
nestboxweek.com
The birds and bees
Here is some good
news: all new major
roads will have
wildflower-friendly
verges that could
boost our numbers of birds and bees.
Highway England has said that vibrant
road verges will be created as standard on
new roads over 300 miles in England, using
low nutrient soils which will be seeded with
wildflowers or left to grow naturally.
A staggering 97 per cent of our meadows
SUDOKU
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GRAHAM’S ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
16
16HISTONS
HISTONS DRIVE,
DRIVE, CODSALL
CODSALL
Established 1972

HOUSE REWIRING • FUSEBOARDS, EXTRA SOCKETS AND
LIGHTS ETC. • N.I.C.E.I.C. APPROVED • FREE ESTIMATES
• ALARMS AND CCTV
grahamselec@aol.com

TelephoneCODSALL
CODSALL 842739
842739 Mobile
Telephone
Mobile07783
07783471949
471949

THE PENDRELL ARMS, CODSALL WOOD
SHANE (BUILDER)
JENKINSON
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE OF

Your local country pub offering fine cask ales, lag
and spirits.

EXTENSIONS – ALTERATIONS - BRICK WALLING - STONE WORK - POINTING - RECLAMATION
BARN CONVERSIONS - SLABBING - PATIOS - PAVING (BLOCKS) – GROUNDWORK
LOCAL BUILDERS IN CODSALL
TRUSTWORTHY & RELIABLE
ALL WORK GUARANTEED ‘’FREE QUOTES’’

OAK COTTAGEfor
OAKEN
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If you’re looking
a CODSALL
bite to
HOME: 847016 MOB: 07939 226656
Indian grills and curries made fresh to order ever
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THE
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CODSALL WOOD
THE
ARMS,atmosphere.
CODSALL WOOD
welcome
in PENDRELL
a friendly
THE
PENDRELL
ARMS, CODSALL
WOOD
Your
local country
pub offering

fine cask ales, lagers, wines

and
spirits.
Your
localwelcome.
country
pub
offering service
fine caskavailable.
ales, lagers
Families
Takeaway
and spirits.If you’re looking for a bite to eat, our menu includes authentic
Your local country pub offering fine cask ales, lagers, wines
and spirits.

If you’re looking for a bite to eat, our menu includes authentic
Indian
andmade
curries
made
fresh
tofrom
order every day,
Indian
grillsgrills
and curries
fresh to
order every
day,
our
rated rated
kitchen. kitchen.
You will be assured
of a warm
our5 Star
5 Star
You will
be assured of a warm
welcome in a friendly atmosphere.

from

View our menu at www.thependrellarms.co.uk o

welcome in for
a friendly
atmosphere.
If you’re
looking
a bite
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Lighting • Sockets
• Showers • Testingdifferent.
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like
something
• Security
Alarms
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different.
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Families welcome. Takeaway service available.

View our menu at www.thependrellarms.co.uk or call us if
you would like something different.

Our Christmas specials will be available from early December.
Our telephone number is 01902 847788

Showroom Displays
of Lighting
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Fireplaces
at:
Our Christmas
specials
will
available
from early December.

Our telephone
number
is 01902
Families
welcome.
Takeaway
service847788
available.
Our telephone number is 01902 847788

View our menu at www.thependrellarms.co.uk or c

Wild Walk and Nature Play
Come with your family and enjoy some quality time outdoors,
Kingswood Trust seeks Volunteers aged 16-25 for wild conserva;on work.
get some exercise and have fun together.

We are looking for 12 enthusias3c young volunteers to join us for our new grounds work project who
Saturdays are suitable for parking and playing, exploring and
will have the opportunity to learn skills and beneﬁt from working together on our environmental
walking
or just supporting our charity by having a cuppa and cake.
site.

Tickets
£2projects
- 5 awarded a grant from the
The Kingswood Trust10:00
Nature4All–is 13:00
one of the ﬁrst
environmental
T r u s t

-

p a s t

a n d

p r e s e n t

,

a

g e n e r a t i o n s .

governments
£80 million
Green
Challenge
You
will be
given
a Recovery
booklet
andFund.
map to help guide you
around
our
venue.
Volunteers
and
staff
be happy
to the
help
The project is all about connec3ng people to nature, learning
about,will
developing
and preserving
too.
Why
not
visit
our
resident
pets
and
let
your
children
environment, biodiversity and wildlife conserva3on. Work will include the crea3on of a gardening
enjoy
to aplay
in ourforest
adventure
natural
area withsome
a tree andfreedom
plant nursery and
new, wonderful
school. This is and
so that more
ac3vi3es
play
Toilets
are open.
can beareas.
oﬀered to the
whole community
and par3cularly those with special educa3onal needs,
disabili3es
poor mental
health.and we ask visitors to follow government guidance
Our
site isand
Covid-19
secure
including: making space for others, washing hands regularly and thoroughly
The project will begin aJer 19th February 2021 and those interested in becoming a volunteer,
and using the sanitisers available on our site.
par3cipa3ng in ac3vi3es, or who would like to know more about the project are invited to contact
eventbrite.co.uk
Kingswood Trust, Holyhead Rd,
Helen Book
Heywoodvia
via email
helen.heywood@wolverhampton.gov.uk
Kingswood WV7 3AP Tel: 01902 558132
The number of volunteer
places
are limited to 12 so get in touch as soon as possible.
Email:
kingswood@wolverhampton.gov.uk

STAFFORDSHIRE IS NOW IN LOCKDOWN
But……
South Staffordshire Work Clubs
Are still Working Remotely
Codsall Work Club at Trinity Methodist Church is currently CLOSED (usually
open on Wednesday mornings 10.00 a.m.to 12.00 noon)
Are you, or someone you know currently unemployed or facing redundancy?

We Can Help
Throughout the Covid19 pandemic we have continued to support local
residents in South Staffordshire with 1:1 support. This includes CV
development, interview techniques, pathways to employment, jobsearch,
I.T support and self-employment.
All staff and volunteers are qualified. They all live locally, so understand the
issues of living and finding work in South Staffordshire and surrounding
areas.
If you want to join others that have found work, started courses, or learned
new skills then please contact us.
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/south.s.clubs
Twitter - @SSWorkClubs
Email – southstaffsworkclubs@gmail.com
Val Chapman – Email: val.chapman3@btinternet.com Tel: - 07718 911367

HUMPTY DUMPTY
NURSERY PLAYGROUP
PARISH ROOMS, CHURCH ROAD, CODSALL

Daily Mon/Tue 9 - 12
Wed/Thurs/Fri 8.45 - 3.15
Chirldren from 2 years to school age accepted
Permanent Staff
Highly Recommended
Well equipped
For Details:

Tel: (01902) 846558 Mornings only
Mobile: 07837 942434
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FAST & EASY REPAIR

Looking
Tablet &
& Computer
Computer Repair?
Repair?
Looking for
for the most affordable Mobile, Tablet
Come
iPad &
& iPod
iPod and
and other
other phones
phonesmodels
modelsin
intime.
time.
Comeand
and Visit
Visit Fonestech
Fonestech Repair
Repair Centre. We repair iPhone, iPad
Fonestech
repair service
service for
for all
all the
the latest
latestmobile
mobiledevices
devicesand
andtablets.
tablets.
Fonestechhas
hasover
over 66 years
years of
of experience
experience in providing expert and fast repair

Wolverhampton Road,
Road,
90 Wolverhampton
Codsall WV8
WV8 1PE
1PE
Codsall
t: 01902
01902 845
845 544
544
t:
www.fonestech.com
www.fonestech.com
info-cs@fonestech.co.uk
info-cs@fonestech.co.uk

New season seed potatoes and plug plants due in this month.
Primroses, pansiesHanging
and violasbasket
in stockplants.
to provide instant colour.
Remember
the
birds
at
this
time;
a
full
range of seeds,
peanuts,
Geraniums
ready and
hanging
baskets.
Geraniums and fuschia
for planting
baskets.
mealworm
suet treats.into hanging
Our NEW
onlinetrees,
shop isherbaceous
now up and running,
with extra
lines
regularly
being
Shrubs,
roses,
plants
always
in stock.
stock.
Shrubs,
roses,
and alpine
plants
always
in
added. Home delivery available with a small charge – note we require a minimum
Large
furniture on
on display
display now.
now.
Large selection
selection of New Season
order ofgarden
£30.00. furniture
Follow the link on our web site www.lealansgardencentre.co.uk
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For more information please
contact us on

PET PORTRAITS
01902 840101
by
Volunteer
Artist
Linda Tennant
In Oil from Photographs
Hair By Caroline
and
Volunteer Hairdressing in the comfort of your home
Get Involved
and
For more information please contact us on 01902 840101
W W WGet
. C O Dat
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and for
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Weston
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!
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G PRODUCTS
DIN
LEA
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TOP QUALITY CARPETS...
FELT BACKS TO SAXONY’S

For more information please contact us on 01902 840101
WWW.CODSALLFLOORING.CO.UK
6 BIRCHES BRIDGE, WOLVERHAMPTON ROAD, CODSALL, WOLVERHAMPTON, WV8 1PE
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Prices start at £90

FELT BACKS TO SAXONY’S
R HUGE SELE
TS!
incUCframe
of your choice
& BROWSE OU
LEADING PROD
For
more
information
please
contact
us on 01902 840101
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large selection available

WWW.CODSALLFLOORING.CO.UK

TOP QUALITY CARPETS...
FELT BACKS TO SAXONY’S

For more information please contact us on 01902 840101
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6 BIRCHES BRIDGE, WOLVERHAMPTON ROAD, CODSALL,M
WOLVERHAMPTON, WV8 1PE
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E
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Hair By Caroline

TOP QUALITY CARPETS...
Hairdressing in the comfort of your home
Hairdressing
FELT BACKS
TO SAXONY’S in the comfort of your

home

Weston Park

Weston
Parkplease contact us on 01902 840101
For
visit more
our websiteinformation
www.weston-park.com/volunteer
Bespoke Framing Service
Wpaintings,
W Wprints,photographs
. C O D Setc.A L L F L O O
RING.CO.UK
Discounts offered to senior citizens

Hand made pendants from
artwork
Want my
to find
out more?

Want to find out more?

visit our website www.weston-park.com/volunteer

Discounts offered to senior citizens

mob:BRIDGE,
07821 603003
6 BIRCHES
WOLVERHAMPTON ROAD, CODSALL, WOLVERHAMPTON,
07871 101 058WV8 1PE

email: lindarosegallery@gmail.com
or visit my website: www. lindarosegallery.co.uk

07871 101 058

MOW
- JOE “THE GRASS CUTTER”
Lime Tree Building Services
Discounts offered to senior citizens

07871 101 058

Premier Regular Mowing Service
•
•
•
•

07835 467046

Any size Garden, Large or Small
Formal Stripes for a traditional finish
Edging included in all types of treatments etc.
Customer satisfaction guaranteed

Ring
Neil
01902-420201
Ring
Neil
at: at
Codsall
01902 311570
Mobile:
Mobile:07437
07437179424
179424

Wombourne Funeral Services &
Wombourne & Kinver Memorials

Independent family business • Serving you with dignity
24 Hours emergency call out • Private chapels of rest • Pre-paid funeral plans
Complete monumental service • Headstone Insurance

01902 756830

info@wombournefuneralservices.co.uk

Offices at:
Wombourne, Perton, Kinver, Pennfields, Wallheath
Incorporating: Kinver and Perton Funeral Directors

vices

HUMPTY DUMPTY
NURSERY PLAYGROUP
PARISH ROOMS, CHURCH ROAD, CODSALL

Daily Mon/Tue 9 - 12
Wed/Thurs/Fri 8.45 - 3.15
Chirldren from 2 years to school age accepted
Permanent Staff
Highly Recommended
Well equipped
For Details:

Tel: (01902) 846558 Mornings only
Mobile: 07837 942434
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ROOM
PERB SHOW
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VISIT OUR SU
R HUGE SELECT
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DUCTS!
LEADING PRO
OF INDUSTRY

TOP QUALITY CARPETS...
FELT BACKS TO SAXONY’S

01902 840101

Volunteer

For more information please contact us on 01902 840101
WWW.CODSALLFLOORING.CO.UK
6 BIRCHES BRIDGE, WOLVERHAMPTON ROAD, CODSALL, WOLVERHAMPTON, WV8 1PE

We Clean Ovens

RoxannesoGooderham
you don’t have to

Hello, I’m Jackie, your
locally based oven cleaning
specialist. Why not let
Original
me clean your
cookingPencil Portraits
appliances back to their
best? I’ll have your glass
gleaming, shelves sparling
and an immaculate interior,
leaving you free to enjoy
your valuable
leisure time this
year.

FINE ARTIST

Carpentry
Kitchen/Bathroom Installation
Decoration
Tiling/Flooring
Experienced Albrighton Tradesman
Contact Chris Chandler to
arrange a free quotation:
Tel: 01902 372 147
Mob: 07817 620 450

WV7 3JA

All models cleaned to perfection
Range and AGA specialist
Quality results every time
Local, national, affordable

01902 475255

Tel: 07890 187 510
ovenu.co.uk/oven_cleaning/codsall
www.roxannegooderham.weebly.com
CALL
NOW TO BOOK YOUR
email:
roxygooderham@hotmail.com
OVEN CLEANING APPOINTMENT













The Basic Funeral Package £1400.00*
Including - Professional services, transfer from place of death, care of loved one, hearse, simple coffin, funeral director, bearers.

The Traditional Clent Funeral Package £2350.00*
Including - Professional services, transfer of your loved one from place of death, preparation and viewing of loved one in a
traditional coffin, care of loved one, hearse, one limousine, funeral director & bearers. 4ft floral coffin spray, 40 order of service
booklets, ashes scatter tube, donations box and 6 bereavement support sessions.

Fully Inclusive Package £2550.00
Including- Professional services, transfer from place of death, a traditional coffin, care of loved one, hearse, funeral director,
bearers, Bushbury Crematorium Fee, Doctors Fees, Minister/Celebrant Fee, 4ft floral coffin spray, 40 order of service booklets,
ashes scatter tube, donations box and 6 bereavement support sessions.
*cost excludes cremation, burial, doctors or minister ’s fees.

All costs are correct up until April 2021

Frames
Divans
Mattresses
Headboards
& More

Unit 3
Macrome Road
Wolverhampton
WV6 9HD
Tel- 01902 238558
www.greensbedcentre.co.uk

FREE DELIVERY &
FREE DI
L
F
LD ED

Mattresses from £69

Open 7 Days a week

Friendly Family Run Business

94A, Wolverhampton Road, Codsall WV8 1PE


NATIONAL AWARD-WINNING SALES & CUSTOMER SERVICE


TOP SELLING AGENT FOR OUR AREA




DEDICATED FAMILY TEAM

FREE MARKET APPRAISAL, PHOTOGRAPHS & ADVERTISING

The team went above and beyond to help us not only sell
our property but to purchase our new home! The service
was excellent - everyone was very friendly and
knowledgeable. Highly recommended! Georgina -

Meet our team: Dianne, Andy & Rose Worthington

AVendor
modern company with old fashioned values.

01902 847 358
enquiries@worthingtonestates.co.uk
www.worthingtonestates.co.uk

07725 257527
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MOW
MOW --JOE
JOE

Meeting every 3rd Friday in the month from 21st August
Premier
Regular
Mowing
PremierChurch,
Regular
Mowing
Codsall Methodist
Histons
Hill Service
atService
10am.
Any
ororSmall
Anysize
sizeGarden,
Garden,Large
Large
Small
Caring for those •in• our
community
affected
by cancer –
• • Formal
FormalStripes
Stripesforfora atraditional
traditionalfinish
finish
call•by
for a coffee
and chat.
etc.
• Edging
Edgingincluded
includedininallalltypes
typesofoftreatments
treatments
etc.
• •Everyone
Customer
satisfaction
guaranteed
welcome,
Customer satisfaction guaranteed
or callRing
Les
07724
638519.
Neil
Codsall
01902
RingGraham
Neilat:
at:
Codsall
01902311570
311570
WV7 3JA
Mobile:
Mobile:07437
07437179424
179424
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HUMPTY DUMPTY
NURSERY PLAYGROUP
PARISH ROOMS, CHURCH ROAD, CODSALL

Daily Mon/Tue 9 - 12
Wed/Thurs/Fri 8.45 - 3.15
Chirldren from 2 years to school age accepted
Permanent Staff
Highly Recommended
Well equipped
For Details:

Tel: (01902) 846558 Mornings only
Mobile: 07837 942434

34
Wrottesley Park is the perfect
setting for your loved ones’s
final resting place, offering a
range of environmental and
practical benefits.

Encouraging Nature, Celebrating Life, Supporting the Bereaved
 A final resting place in a natural area of peace and tranquillity.
 Minimal environmental impact
 A perfect natural celebration of the circle of life.
 Free impartial advice and support
 You may choose your plot in advance in either woodland or meadow
 Natural memorials to enhance the local ecology
 Exceptional value compared to other burial choices

naturalburialco

Wrottesley Park Road, Perton, Wolverhampton WV8 2HE
www.thenaturalburialcompany.com 0116 222 0247

@theNaturalBurialCo

naturalburialco

Your local carpet and upholstery cleaning specialist

Our family business for ove r 25 years

Carpet and fabric protection
Leather and curtain cleaning
Rap id drying
Eco Friendly
All safe and non toxic
Fully Insured

www.crownffc.co.uk
crownfloorandfabric@outlook.com

01543 326844

PLEASE MENTION THIS MAGAZINE WHEN RESPONDING TO ADVERTS

Stewart Russell
Stewart
Russell

TIME TO CLEAN YOUR OVEN?

LET ME DO THE JOB YOU HATE

TIME TO CLEAN YOUR OVEN ? LET ME DO THE JOB YOU HATE

• Ovens
• Ovens
• Grills
• Grills
• Extractors
• Extractors

• Filters
Filters
• BBQs
BBQs
•Microwaves
Microwaves

• Hobs
• Ranges
• AGAs
AGAs
Hobs

Ranges

goonline
online today
for afor
FREE
Call Call
meme
ororgo
today
a quote
FREE quote

ovenclean.com
07538 741000

07538 741000

ovenclean.com

Head Office: High Street, Albrighton
WV7 3JA
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All scooters (Including Golf buggies & Trolleys) serviced & repaired
All
scooters
(Including
Golfand
buggies
Batteries
& tyres
supplied
fitted& Trolleys) serviced & repaired
Batteries
& tyres
supplied and fitted
Rise
&
recline
chairs
All scooters (Including Golf buggies & Trolleys) serviced & repaired
Rise
& reclineStair
chairs
Wheelchairs,
lifts & all
other
mobility equipment
Batteries & tyres
supplied
and
fitted
Wheelchairs,
Stair
lifts &provided
all other by
mobility
Hire
&
Training
(Scooter
Abilityequipment
Service)
Rise & recline chairs
Hire
&
Training
(Scooter
provided
by
Ability Service)
Procurement
& disposal
Wheelchairs, Stair
lifts &service
all other mobility equipment
Procurement & disposal service
Hire & Training (Scooter provided by Ability Service)
Procurement & disposal service

Free advice
Free
advice
Call David
Call David
Free
advice
01902
374277
01902
374277
Call David
01902 374277

No call out charge locally, references available
01902 locally,
374277references
– 0753 505available
3630
NoCall
callDavid
out charge
Certified
COVID01902
Safe - 374277
service@abilityservice.co.uk
Call David
– 0753 505 3630
No callCOVID
out charge
references available
Certified
Safe -locally,
service@abilityservice.co.uk
Call David 01902 374277 – 0753 505 3630
Certified COVID Safe - service@abilityservice.co.uk

TILING - RE-ROOFING - CHIMNEY REPAIRS

Telephone:

01785 840789

9 Meadow Close, Wheaton Aston, Stafford ST19 9NX
L. Jennings T/A

Freeview aerial specialist
Sky digital repairs
TV/AM/DAB aerials

Multiroom installation
LCD/Plasma fitting services
5 year guarantee

OAP discounts
Aerial upgrades from £49.95

Free quotation
Local business more than 15 years

Tel: 0800 085 0262/07811 929 297 www.ab-aerials.com Follow us on:

 Patios
 Fencing
 Brick & dry stone
walls
 Decking
 Tree surgery

Driveways
Footings
Drainage
Digger and
driver hire
 Site clearance






Having been based in Codsall Wood for the last 15 years, examples of our work
and satisfied customers can be found from Wolverhampton to Telford, Newport
to Bridgnorth.
We are strong believers that the 'devil is in the detail'. We understand that any
work undertaken to your property is a long term investment and something that
you will be able to enjoy the benefits of for years to come.
Any project size carried out.
Contact Joe Cork: 07872149223

Head Office: High Street, Albrighton
WV7 3JA

simon.ratcliff@yahoo.co.uk

Across

4

10

5
6
7

8
9

11
13
16
19
22
24

Interrogated (Acts 12:19) (5-8)
‘Burn it in a wood fire on the — heap’
(Leviticus 4:12) (3)
Tobit, Judith, Baruch and the books of
Esdras and the Maccabees are part of it (9)
Science fiction (abbrev.) (3-2)
Clay pit (anag.) (7)
Went to (John 4:46) (7)
‘Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view
of God’s mercy, to — your bodies as
living sacrifices’ (Romans 12:1) (5)
David’s plea to God concerning those
referred to in 14 Down: ‘On — — let
them escape’ (Psalm 56:7) (2,7)
Royal Automobile Club (1,1,1) 25 How
the book of Ezekiel refers to God more
than 200 times (Ezekiel 2:4) (9,4)

12
14
15
16
17
18

Down

1
2
3

Seas (Proverbs 8:24) (6)
20
One of the sons of Eli the priest, killed in 21
battle by the Philistines (1 Samuel 4:11) (6)
Specialist in the study of the Muslim
23
religion (8)
9

‘Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but —
him as if he were your father’ (1 Timothy 5:1)
(6)
One of Esau’s grandsons (Genesis 36:11) (4)
Taking a chance (colloq.) (2,4)
God’s instructions to the Israelites concerning
grain offerings: ‘ — salt to — your offerings’
(Leviticus 2:13) (3,3)
Confederation of British Industry (1,1,1)
‘All day long they twist my words; they are
always — to harm me’ (Psalm 56:5) (8)
The crowd’s reaction to Jesus bringing back to
life a widow’s son in Nain (Luke 7:16) (3)
Disappear (Psalm 104:35) (6)
How Jeremiah was likely to die if he wasn’t
rescued from the cistern where he was
imprisoned (Jeremiah 38:9) (6)
What the prophets do to a wall, with
whitewash (Ezekiel 13:10, RSV) (4,2)
Made by a plough (Job 39:10) (6)
Noah was relieved when the flood waters
continued to — (Genesis 8:5) (6)
Jesus gave the Twelve the power and authority
to do this to diseases (Luke 9:1) (4)

see how that money will continue to benefit
the residents of South Staffordshire. The
group are also looking for twelve volunteers
aged between 16-25 for a new project
that commences in February around wild
conservation work. Please do get in touch
with this fantastic charity if it is of interest.
I’m also delighted to hear that South
Staffordshire First Responders have
now been successful in obtaining a new
responder vehicle. I had the pleasure
of meeting Matt Jevons, a trustee of the
group, last year to hear about the difficult
times they have been facing during the
lockdown periods. I’m glad that the great
work they do in keeping South Staffordshire
safe will now be made easier due to their
new upgraded vehicle.
As always, please do not hesitate to get in
touch if you have any queries or issues you
A new year is upon us and I hope all my would like to raise with me. I can be reached
constituents have had a Merry Christmas by email at gavin@gavinwilliamson.org, or
and a Happy New Year. As announced on you can phone my office on 01902 846616.
the 4th January, England has been placed
on a new lockdown which will enable us to
do our very best to defeat this virus once A Modern Day Parable
and for all. There is much to be hopeful
for with the AstraZeneca vaccine being Edgar, The High Flier
approved and rolled out for use. Let’s do
all we can to work together in a safe and It is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than a rich man to enter
secure way to beat this virus.
the Kingdom of heaven Mark Ch.10 V.
We must continue to follow the rules 25
and work together to slow the spread
of this virus. Whilst vaccines are being The school bell rang. It was the end of the
administered across South Staffordshire, craft lesson. Eight year old Edgar proudly
I would urge everyone to keep playing took his model of a Spitfire, made of balsa
their part and doing all that they can during wood, up to Miss Phillips. ‘What have you
there?’ she asked young Edgar. ‘I want to
these testing times.
be a high flier in life and explore the skies’
he replied with great enthusiasm. Miss
I want to congratulate Kingswood Trust
Phillip, who was always keen to encourage
on receiving funding through the Green
a child’s ambitions, said ‘We will put it on
Recovery Challenge Fund. I’m delighted
the class shelf until the end of term.’ Edgar
to say they have benefitted from £215,200
enquired ‘Can I take it home with me’? The
and that the money will be a huge boost to
teacher replied ‘Of course you can. You
the local community. I personally know how
keep it in your bedroom until you become
much this money will mean to the charity,
a pilot yourself’. Edgar ran down the school
having visited in 2020 and it will be great to
GAVIN WILLIAMSON, M.P.
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passage encouraged by what Miss Phillips in the air. Edgar was quite used to having
had told him to do.
spells of leave, so he returned home. He
had lots of jobs to do and he could take
Edgar studied hard. He soon made up cycling with earnest. He was enjoying
progress towards getting into the RAF. his life.
He loved learning to fly and became a
top pilot, eventually getting a place in The One day he was cycling back along a
Red Arrows Team. Now he really was country road, making sure he avoided
important! His career was all too short. His the pot holes. Then he heard the roar of
commission came to an end. He accepted a tractor coming along the road and knew
it was always right to stand aside and let he may need to dismount on the narrow
a new generation of pilots develop their country lane. He lost his concentration. He
skills.
hit a big pot hole and landed in the ditch full
of stinging nettles. The tractor driver saw
At first, he really enjoyed his retirement. him, which wasn’t difficult, as his bright
He had time to be with his new family and orange lycra stood out against the green
his wife. He joined the local cycling club lush nettles. He climbed down from his
and rode for miles. He got involved in the tractor to see if the cyclist was OK. He was,
local Church and loved meeting people. It but what he had to say about pot holes
was so relaxing after the tense pressure of and the council could not be printed. Here
being a top pilot. However, the relaxation was a man who had so many riches in life.
wore thin after a while. When he came A very successful career, devoted wife,
back from a cycle ride one day he turned two fine young children, a lovely country
to his wife and said he wanted to train as house, smart car, comfortable pension and
a commercial pilot. She was devastated. good health. He was a rich man in every
Why should he want to go flying again? His aspect of his life.
successful career had left them financially
comfortable. She was worried about long When he got home he rushed to open his
spells without him at home and concerned lap top and looked up the council website
he was going to miss out on seeing the searching for highways and complaints.
children grow up and develop. However, He knew exactly what he was going to say
she knew him well enough to know trying to about the pot holes. Suddenly, he noticed
keep him grounded was a futile argument. a statement on the council website. In
these difficult times, think what you can do
Edgar soon completed his training and for the council, not just what the council
looked forward to long haul flights visiting can do for you. He didn’t know why, but
some of the most glamorous and important it made him think of Jesus saying it was
places in the world. Occasionally, his wife easier for a camel to go through the eye
and family were able to join him and take a of a needle, than it was for a rich man to
holiday. He loved his new lifestyle. He often enter the Kingdom of Heaven (Mark Ch. 10
thought about his model plane, which he V. 25). He had never had a set- back in life.
made of balsa wood and how Miss Phillips Coming face to face with stinging nettles in
encouraged him to become a high flier.
a ditch had made him realise what a rich
life he had.
Suddenly, his lifestyle was about to change.
A pandemic had spread rapidly across the He closed down the lap top and went for a
World. Virtually all planes were grounded, walk in the garden. Had the day’s events
just parked up on the tarmac. At first, Edgar meant Jesus wanted him to care for other
didn’t really worry. He thought after a break people’s needs, rather than gloat over his
everything would carry on as normal, just own success? He went back inside and
like they had when there was volcanic ash
11

emailed the council to see if they would be
interested if he monitored where all the pot
holes were in the local vicinity. Being a pilot,
he was very technically adapt and knew he
could make a comprehensive report on
where the holes were and what severity
they were. The council were delighted. He
also sent his findings onto his local cycling
group, who downloaded them. Then he
sent one to the local Porsche garage,
which had dealt with so many drivers
left stranded with their low profile wheels
having been shattered in country lanes
from potholes.
Edgar had been humbled by a stinging
nettle. He had flown in the skies and seen
the world in the way he imagined God
saw it and now he felt he was walking in
the footsteps of Jesus by helping those
desperate councils and users of the
roads, always looking out for ways to help
others in life. For all the adoration he had
in life, for all the personal riches he had
amassed, nothing compared, nothing was
more rewarding, than helping others in life.
What a legacy Jesus had left. Edgar hadn’t
just come face to face with the nettles, the
riches in his life meant nothing to him then,
but the Kingdom of Heaven was within his
reach.
John Parry

put in place by the Government to control
the spread of the corona virus, and its new
variant.
Our efforts have focussed on pointing
people towards various agencies with
specific areas of knowledge to deal with
individual problems.
We have also been able to deliver food
to those unable to get out and about. In
this context we have not only been able
to source provisions from our food bank
contacts, but also to undertake deliveries
for the local Co-op.
On Wednesday mornings and Friday
afternoons the group have set up a dropin facility at The Forget-me-not-club in
Codsall village which is particularly aimed
at counteracting loneliness within our
community. This will continue while we are
able and will operate under strict Covid
guidelines.
Changing Government Guidelines means
that the way we provide community support
has to be continually reviewed, but our aim
is to ensure that, so far as is practically
possible we will continue to be available to
support people in these difficult times.
Please stay safe everyone until we have all
received the vaccinations and are able to
resume our New Normal lives.

CODSALL COMMUNITY GROUP

Supporting the green spaces of our We will try to let you know when we can
return to organising events and what we are
parish
doing in the usual ways so please keep an
In Normal times Codsall Community Group eye out for posters and banners around the
members would be planning the Summer villages advertising all activities or find us
Show in July and organising other social on Facebook ~ (codsallcommunitygroup)
events like The Springtime Walk, discos, and here in the Parish Magazine.
Quiz Nights, or Skittles evenings. Whilst Hilary Wright,
the pandemic has meant that all our CCG Assistant Secretary
planned events have been put on hold, we
have not been idle.
The group have been actively promoting
a community hub to support those people
in our villages affected by the measures
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on their marriage. How much wealth or
poverty will come their way? Will it be
sickness or health that will accompany
them through the years? How will they
support each other as the years go by?

The Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of
England priest in St Albans, Herts, and
a former communications director for
the CofE, considers romantic love.
Taking a Mature Look at Valentines

‘Love is patient. Love is kind.’ These are
familiar words from the popular wedding
reading in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians.
That patience, that kindness are qualities
that can develop over years of marriage.
Just how much patience will be needed in
the years ahead cannot usually be known
But love in later life is precious too. It is on the wedding day.
a love that has been forged through years
So, this year, as I look at the rows of red
of shared experiences and joy, maybe
or pink Valentine’s Day cards on sale in
raising children together, perhaps enjoying
the shops, I shall look out for cards that
grandchildren. It’s a love that’s stood the
have a deeper message. I shall seek
test of time, and deeper, much deeper,
out cards that celebrate long-term love.
than any shop-bought Valentine’s Day card
Cards that say something about the joys
can describe.
and challenges of growing older together.
That long-term love can also be shown by Cards that go beyond hearts and roses to
the devoted wife or husband who visits the deeper love that transcends love’s first
their spouse in a care home each day, blossoming. I just hope I can find some…
gently talking with them when they are,
perhaps, deep into dementia. Or sitting for
long hours by a hospital bed. Or dutifully It was: all in the month of February
caring for them at home.
200 years ago, on 23rd Feb 1821 that John
Love is a marathon, not a sprint. It starts Keats, the poet, died of tuberculosis, aged
with white lace and promises and grows 25.
over the years. Mature love is about the
125 years ago, on 1st Feb 1896 that the
commitment that spans decades and is
premiere of Giacomo Puccini’s opera La
seldom shown on the cards on sale in the
boheme, took place in Turin, Italy.
High Street this Valentine’s Day.
75 years ago, on 11th Feb 1946 that The
As a priest, when I marry a couple and
Revised Standard Version of the New
take them through their wedding vows, I
Testament was published. It was the first
hear them make their lifelong commitment
major English-language update of the Bible
“for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer,
since the King James version published in
in sickness and in health, to love and to
1611.
cherish, till death us do part…”
70 years ago, on 27th Feb 1951 that the
It’s so wonderful to see the bride and
22nd Amendment to the US Constitution
groom smiling, and enjoying this precious
was ratified. It limits the President to two
moment, making vows that will, hopefully,
terms in office.
span the rest of their lives. I love taking
weddings – it’s an immense privilege to be 65 years ago, on 11th Feb 1956 that two
part of a couple’s special day. And I find members of the Cambridge spy ring,
myself pondering what the future will hold British diplomats Guy Burgess and
for them. I wonder what shape that lifelong Donald Maclean, announced that they had
commitment will take, as I pray a blessing defected to the Soviet Union. They had
You do not see many Zimmer frames,
wheelchairs or hearing aids on Valentine’s
Day cards. They mostly seem to be full of
young love, hearts and roses. Young love
is wonderful and beautiful, full of optimism,
and plans and hopes for the future.

13

both vanished in mysterious circumstances mimic the effects of lockdown last year,
in 1951.
which helped more vulnerable species.
50 years ago, on 15th Feb 1971 that the
The call follows the discovery last year that
UK’s currency was decimalised.
lockdown did our peregrine falcons, grey
40 years ago, on 24th Feb 1981 that partridges and other species a real favour.
Buckingham Palace announced the
engagement of Prince Charles and Lady The tern colony at Blakeney Point in
Diana Spencer.
Norfolk had a bumper season, with more
than 200 little tern chicks fledged, the most
th
30 years ago, on 28 Feb 1991 that the Gulf
in 25 years. The Peak District saw more
War ended at midnight when a ceasefire
curlew, and the Llyn Peninsula saw more
came into effect.
stoats, weasels and rabbits emerging from
25 years ago, on 15th Feb 1996 that the the woodlands of Plas yn Rhiw. Meanwhile,
oil tanker Sea Empress ran aground near the ruins of Corfe Castle in Dorset became
Milford Haven, Wales, causing a major home to peregrine falcons, and a cuckoo
oil spill along the coastlines of Wales and arrived in Osterley, west London. Even
Ireland.
Dartford warblers were on the move, some
th
20 years ago, on 19 Feb 2001 that the to as far as Shropshire.

first case of foot-and-mouth disease in
the 2001 UK outbreak was detected at an Boom in unwanted pets
abattoir in Essex. The EU subsequently Will Covid-19 mean a large increase in
banned all British meat, milk and livestock abandoned dogs and cats?
exports.
Battersea Dogs and Cats Home fear so. In
10 years ago, on 22nd Feb 2011 that the a recent study it found that a third of the
Canterbury earthquake in New Zealand people who acquired a cat or dog during
took place. 185 people were killed and up to the national lockdown had not considered
2,000 injured., and there was widespread having a pet before the pandemic, and had
damage across the city.
bought one on impulse.
Battersea predicts that the number of
abandoned dogs could increase by 27
percent over the next five years, based on
data from previous economic recessions.
The report goes on: “The impulse buying
of pets under lockdown conditions is likely
to create long-term welfare problems for
these animals.
“Many in this cohort are likely to be given
up or abandoned as their owners become
unable to cope – particularly as a result
of behavioural issues that develop after
periods of lockdown.”
Leave them be

Potholes
The National Trust has urged the public Potholes have proliferated during the
to stay away from certain areas during pandemic, and they are still the top concern
breeding season this Spring. It hopes to of nearly 40 per cent of all drivers.
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The pandemic slowed down the
maintenance of roads for many councils.
A spokesman for the Department for
Transport
said:
“We’ve
committed
£2.5billion for local road repairs as part of
the biggest nationwide pothole programme
ever announced.”
But as a transport spokesman for the
Local Government Association said: “Extra
government funding has helped, but our
local roads are deteriorating at a faster rate
than can be repaired by councils.”
The challenge to some over-60s
Last year saw a steep rise in redundances
among the over-60s, and a lack of
proficiency with digital work tools such as
Zoom helped contribute to the problem.

Telephone Reading Friends
Staffordshire Library & Arts Service
relaunched our Telephone Reading Friends
programme again on the 23rd November.
In libraries we appreciate what a difficult
year it has been for many people but we’ve
also seen the value attached to working
with our communities to help people feel
connected. Telephone Reading Friends
is available to support customers who are
interested in books and reading but, for
whatever reason, are finding it difficult to
visit their local library at this moment in
time. Customers would be matched with a
member of library staff or a volunteer and
book chats would take place once a week
for a 4 week period. The chats are entirely
flexible in their content but will have books
and reading at their core.

The number of workers over 60 who were
made redundant increased from 8,000
If you know someone who may be
between April and June to 31,000 between
interested in this service please email
July and September – twice the percentage
reading.friends@staffordshire.gov.uk
increase of any other groups.
According to research by Rest Less, a
jobs site for older people, older workers
are less likely to receive workplace training
than their younger counterparts, and once
made redundant are significantly more
likely to find themselves in long-term
unemployment. “Contrary to popular belief,
most 60-somethings are not revelling in
their gold-plated final salary pensions
– a long lost preserve of their parents’
generation.”
Church News Service

You can find out more about our Library
offer during the lockdown by following us
on Facebook (Staffordshire Libraries) and/
or Twitter @StaffsLibraries or by visiting our
website at Libraries and arts - Staffordshire
County Council
We also send out a regular eNewsletter
to almost 6000 residents. Our latest with
information about our service status
following the announcement of Lockdown
3 is here, but you can also sign up for
future editions: bit.ly/3q69CKf

STAFFORDSHIRE LIBRARY SERVICE
Dear All,
As we enter a third lockdown Staffordshire
Libraries are working to promote our
current offer to residents and in particular
our Telephone Reading Friends offer that
is available to support lonely residents and
is delivered by library staff.
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February opens with Candlemas – the naming of Jesus in the temple. Simeon
and Anna praised God to see the promised Messiah, sent by a loving God
to save his people. February also celebrates the love between a man and
woman: Valentine cards and romance abound. ‘Love’ as in social compassion
is also remembered: Fair Trade fortnight, Holocaust Memorial Day, World
Leprosy Day, and National Nest Box Week.... Love is truly needed by everyone!

naming
Christ
Candlemas
Simeon
Anna

temple
love
Valentine
romance
Matthias

Fairtrade
Fortnight
coffee
bananas
chocolate
justice
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poverty
nest box
marriage
wedding
Holocaust
leprosy
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Local Activities - please inform the Editor of any changes.
Firewall Artists Circle
Margaret Bills - 01902 256357
2078 (Boscobel) Squadron Air
Training Corps,
Now parade at Codsall High School
contact tel no 01902 840332
1st Bilbrook Codsall Scout Group
Scouting Centre Bilbrook Road.
All Enquiries: Terry Cowling,
92 Coniston Road, Palmers Cross 		
Tel: 01902 756738.
British Red Cross Society
Medical Loan Service
BRC Stafford 01785 258155
10.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m. Monday - Friday
Codsall Community Arts Festival
Tel: 07852 200421
Email: codsallartsfestival@gmail.com
Codsall Dramatic Society
Contact - Colin Peterson.
17 Highlands Road,Wolverhampton.		
WV3 8AH. Tel 01902 330549
Codsall Parish Council
Parish Council Office. Station Road
Codsall 842426.
Codsall Badminton Club
We play from 7.00-9.00pm every
Monday Night at Codsall Leisure
Centre. For more information contact
Sandra Harris on 846355.
Codsall & Bilbrook Twinning
Association
Ann Allan Tel : 844660
Codsall Community High School
Elliotts Lane, Tel: 01902 907560.
Adult Education 01902 907566.
Codsall Outing Group
Contact Brenda Peace, 844616
Whist Drive
Codsall Whist Club meets every Monday
at Codsall Village Hall 1.15pm to 4.00pm
and is now recruiting new Members.
Experienced Players, Refreshers or 		
Beginnners are welcome to join us. 		
Contact Jean - 01902 593386.
Codsall & Bilbrook Conservative Branch
Chairman: Val Chapman
Tel: 01902 846413 or (m) 07718 911367
Email: val.chapman3@btinternet.com
South Staffordshire First Responders
Andy Caddick Tel: 07762 341589
www.southstaffsfirstresponders.co.uk
Bilbrook Folk Dance Club
Secretary: Mrs. Whiting,
Pipers Cottage, 14 School Road,
Edgmond, Newport, TF10 BLB.

South Staffs. Local Village Transport
Sec: Mrs. J. Summers, 4 Deepmere
Cottages, Wrottesley Road West, The
Wergs, WV6 7LE. Tel:01902742108.
Codsall Cricket Club
2 x adult teams, 5 x junior teams
Based at Codsall Village Hall
John Raby, 07837 723050
codsallcc@gmail.com

Codsall Wood WI
Sec: Mrs M. Aspey, 144 Wood Road,
Codsall 843394.
Codsall & Bilbrook History Society
Sec: Mrs. Judy Davies,
16 Wayside Acres, Codsall 847213.
Codsall Village Hall
Enquiries: 843412

Codsall Gardening Society
Janet Whigham. Tel: 844048.

Codsall Youth & Community Centre
Eliotts Lane, Codsall.
Contact: Viv Edwards Tel. 842191.

Church of England Children’s Society
Bilbrook: Mike Spragg.
Tel: 845222
Codsall: Mrs. Wendy Rook, 28 		
Bromley Gardens, Codsall Tel: 843760.

South Staffordshire CAB
Civic Centre, Gravel Hill,
Wombourne,WV5 9HA
Registered Charity Number 1118794
Thurs 10am-1pm @ Codsall Village Hall

Codsall Leisure Centre
Elliotts Lane, Codsall 844032

South Staffs (Codsall Wood)
G Scale Railway Group
Contact: Roy Pedder 01902 752061.
Email: railroy@aol.com

Codsall Library, South Staffs. District
Council Offices, Codsall. Tel: 842764
Mon. Thurs. Fri. - 9.00 a m. - 5.00 p.m.
Tues. 12.30 p.m. - 8.00 p.m.
Wed. Closed. Sat. 9.30a.m. - 4.00 p.m.
Member of Parliament
Gavin Williamson, M.P.
Jubilee House, 59 Wolverhampton Road,
Codsall WV8 1PX
Sec: Claire Rudge, 01902 846616
London contact number: 0207 219 7150.
W’ton Phoenix Club for the Widowed
We meet every second Sunday in the
month at Codsall Village Hall, 7pm from
April to September and 2.30pm from
October to March.
Contact: Anthea 01952 462905 or
Ray 01785 840959
Codsall Forget-Me-Not Club (over 55)
Wednesday 2.30 p.m. - 3.45 p.m.
Tel: 843402/846893
Codsall Transport
Bookings taken Monday-Thursday
9am-1pm for hospital & essential
Journies. Tel: 01902 845533.
R.S.P.B.S.W. Staffs. Local Group
Group Leader: Mrs. T. M. Dorrance,
39 Wilkes Road, Codsall. Tel. 847041.
Codsall ‘M’ Townswomen’s Guild
Mrs. Josie Morris. Tel: 01785 841310
South Staffs. Conservative Association
4 Station Road, Codsall WV8 1BX,
Tel: 844985 Email:
office@southstaffsconservatives.org.uk
4th Codsall Guides & Rangers
Julie Johnson, 8 Long Acre,
Codsall, Tel. 847569, or 0777 6405025
email fourthcodsallguides@btinternet.com
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Tettenhall Wood Photographic Club
Meet every Tuesday, September to
May at 7.30 p.m. at the Institute,
Wood Road, Tettenhall Wood.
Contact: Trevor Lewis 01902 842679.
‘Craft in Company’ Evenings
We meet on 1st & 3rd Thursdays
monthly, 6.30-9pm. Bring your own
craft or try one of ours.
The Codsall Hive 842771
Codsall Poppy Appeal
David & Julie Johnson
07887 397569/0777 6405025
Email:
codsallpoppyappeal@btinternet.com
Codsall & Bilbrook Cancer Support
Group
Meet every 3rd Friday of the month at
Codsall Methodist Church, Histons Hill,
10am - 12noon. Angela & Les Graham 07724 638519
Codsall Community Group
Shane Jenkinson : 07939 226656
Codsall & Bilbrook Work Club (South
Staffs Work Clubs)
Every Thursday 10-12noon at South
Staffs Council. Contact Val Chapman
Codsall Community High School
Intergenerational Tea Parties for Senior
Citizens
Contact Val Chapman for details
Tel: 01902 846413 or (m) 07718 911367
Email: val.chapman3@btinternet.com

Visit the independent, family run garden
centre in Codsall. Open 7 days a week.
STOCKIST
S OF

✿ Plants and Shrubs
✿ Winter Fuel
✿ Wild Bird Range
✿ Clothing Range
✿ Oak Furniture
✿ Cards and Books
✿ Gifts and Homeware
✿ Kids Toys

CALOR
GAS

✿ Restaurant
✿ Pet Products and
Do It Yourself Dog Wash
✿ Aquatics
✿ Lawnmower Sales
and Servicing
✿ Sheds and Garden Buildings
✿ Landscaping and
Building Supplies

We look forward to seeing you soon!

www.codsallandwergs.co.uk
t: 01902 842461 e: enquiries@codsallandwergs.co.uk
Codsall & Wergs Garden Centre Ltd., Wergs Hall Road, Codsall,
Wolverhampton, WV8 2HJ
Codsall & Wergs Garden Centre Ltd
@Codsall_Wergs

