
Reading Sunday 18
th

 October  

Luke 10:1-9 The mission of the seventy 

 

Today is the day that we celebrate the festival of St Luke, one of the Gospel 

writers, so today we have a reading from St Luke’s gospel. 

This is a reading which tells us of Jesus advice to his disciples. Normally we 

think of the 12 disciples closest to Jesus, but, in this reading, Jesus is giving 

another seventy people advice on how to visit places ahead of him. He tells 

them that their work is not going to be easy. I think they might be a bit unnerved 

by his warning ‘ I am sending you out like lambs in the midst of wolves’. 

Have you ever taken part in a parish mission initiative ? How do you feel about 

knocking on people’s doors, and talking about God, and how he could help in 

people’s lives ? I have to admit that I have never done this, and I think I would 

find it quite difficult. It is only in recent years that I have been able to talk 

openly about my faith, particularly since training as a Reader. 

Jesus is explaining how the seventy must not take anything with them – telling 

them that God would provide. Their faith must have been very strong. He says 

if a town welcomes them, then they should stay , eat with them and help those 

who are sick – and then ‘the Kingdom of God has come near to you’. 

They are being given a really difficult task to do, do you think that Jesus is 

asking us to do the same ? The world is very different now to the environment 

Jesus was living in, so I don’t think he would expect to do exactly the same, but 

he is asking us to spread the word, and love of God when we can.. We ran a 

course here a few years ago called Life on the Front Line – so talking about God 

on our own front line – our work, our village, among our friends, in a way we 

feel confident, and showing by the way we behave that we are working the way 

God would wish us to.  

Following God is not always easy, but we can do whatever we can to show how 

God’s love is available to all. 

Take care and stay safe.  With love and blessings         Jill Gollins xx 


