
Reading Sunday 2
nd

 August 

Matthew 14: 13-21 Feeding the Five Thousand 

Today we have a reading which will be very familiar to many of us, and I 

wonder what thoughts you have on reading this. 

I like to visualise the scene of happenings in the Bible – it makes them more 

real to me. So here I visualise Jesus, having just heard of the death of John the 

Baptist, trying to find a place where he can be alone with his thoughts. But as 

we hear, the crowds followed him. I see a deserted place, maybe with gentle 

hills, Jesus in a boat on the lake quietly with his disciples, and then the shore 

gradually becoming filled by a very large crowd of people. So instead of being 

frustrated and annoyed, he ministers to them. 

We then hear the disciples say that Jesus ought to send the people away as they 

will all be hungry. Jesus sees this as an opportunity to show that with him all 

things are possible. Jesus breaks the loaves, and blessed them and the fish, and 

distributed them to all the people so that no-one went away hungry. 

I am sure that like me you are missing being in our beautiful church, and joining 

in the services, particularly taking the bread and the wine in the service of 

Communion. For me this is a very important service, consuming the blessed 

bread and wine along with fellow Christians here and across the world. We are 

reminded we are all part of the family of Christ. 

Now, of course, we cannot all meet and join in this service together, due to 

restrictions to protect us all from the future spread of the COVID virus. It is 

frustrating, and we do feel that something important is missing from our lives. 

However, from this coming weekend, there is the possibility of attending church 

for the Sunday morning service, some services of which will be Holy 

Communion, and the service will be streamed live on YouTube. 

We can all be part of this service by watching on Sunday, or at a later time if 

that suits you. We will all through the service be part of the family of Christ’s 

followers, as we have been throughout this difficult time. 

Let us remember with Christ everything is possible, we are all part of his family 

Take care and stay safe.  With love and blessings         Jill Gollins xx 


