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THE CHURCH THAT NEVER CLOSED!
A verse from the hymn: ‘The Day thou Gavest, Lord, is ended.

We thank thee that thy Church unsleeping,
while earth rolls onward into light,

through all the world her watch is keeping
and rests not now by day or night.

John Ellerton [1826-1893]

I began with that hymn because I want to write about the fact that the church has continued 
on throughout this pandemic and will continue on in the months and maybe years to come 
as we look to a new way of life, a new ordinary which whilst frightening and even painful for 
some seems to be filled with new opportunities for others.  
Shops have had to find new ways of operating, some pubs have become takeaways and the 
local chippy now has an online booking service to enable customers to book their spot, arrive 
and collect food which is paid for by a swipe card, who would have thought it!  Waiting in 
socially distancing lines outside shops with mask and sanitiser in hand were things we could 
not have conceived of at the beginning of the year.
The church like many have had to adapt in so many ways, in order that we ‘do not close’, 
yes, I said ‘do not close’.  For many the locking of the church doors has been a painful 
experience and something none of us wanted to happen, but it did and now as we begin to 
work out the tricky, steady and slow opening of our church buildings I think we can say that 
for the churches of Codsall and Codsall Wood the church is not closed.  It is a privilege for 
me to hear of so many things that the church is involved in within our community and beyond, 
the pray that has no walls, the love that finds ways of being present, even for those in deep 
isolation or grief.  
Our Sunday services, which have been accompanied by weekly guests and Jill Gollins’[one 
of our Lay Readers]  bible study reflections and questions remains a source of worship and 
connectedness for those who regularly attend worship and those who can’t for a number of 
reasons along with those who have walked away from church and those who have never 
stepped inside a church, except for weddings, baptisms and funerals.  What a privilege to 
serve such a great group of people.  Then our Wednesday morning children’s, Get Crafty at 
St. Nic’s has brought pleasure and delight to young and the those who are young at heart.  
The church has stood beside people in grief and offered the very best it can, to support 
those who need it and to try wherever possible to breach the gap in offering to deliver food, 
prescriptions, a listening ear and a chat on the phone and to pray for others and even found 
new ways of making sure, that the parish magazine is still available.  
This is not the church closed, this is the church very much open so if someone asks the 
question, ‘why did the church close’ the answer is that it never did! we have become church 
beyond our buildings and discovered things about God and ourselves and faith we couldn’t 
possibly have imagined.
We do not know how things will pan-out, but we do know that whatever the future looks like, 
we are ready and waiting.  We are the Church unsleeping.
Stay safe.
Love and prayers
Revd. Marg
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should be made by individual Diocesan 
Bishops, depending on their local situation.                            
                                        Church News Service

The reasons for going to church
Strange times we are living through. The future 
consequences of coronavirus are going to 
be challenging, to say the least. How will our 
churches fare when our buildings are allowed 
to re-open?

One could say that the reasons for church going 
can be put into three slots, ‘Culture’, ‘Faith’ 
and ‘Community’. Many churchgoers would 
probably recognise in themselves elements of 
more than one.

Culture is for those who feel comfortable in 
church. They like the history, the language, the 
buildings, the liturgy and the music, which have 
probably been a part of their lives since they 
were children. All hold comforting memories.  

Faith is a link with the meaning of life and its 
eternal promise, somewhere to seek guidance 
through worship and sacrament, and on which 
to lean in times of trouble. A belief in the words 
of Jesus that they are not on their own, even if 
sometimes it feels like it in this world.

Community is for those who like coming to 
church or being associated with it as a flying 
buttress (a phrase of Winston Churchill, who 
described himself as someone who supports  
the church from the outside). They don’t have 
to have a commitment to the faith of the Church 
but are sympathetic and don’t mind being with 
those who do.

News from St. Nicholas’ and St. Peter’s

PLEASE REMEMBER
IN YOUR PRAYERS

THE DEPARTED    
We extend our sympathy to the relatives of :

 John Jennings, 90 years
 Christopher John Pointon, 76 years
 Cynthia Wood, 85 years  
 Pray for me as I will for Thee.
 that we shall all meet merrily 
 in Heaven’         St. Thomas More

*******************************

The content of this magazine will look 
different from usual but I hope you find 
something of interest.  Should anyone want 
to send me an article to be considered for 
publication I should be very pleased to hear 
from you.  Editor ST NICHOLAS PARISH CHURCH

PRAYER CHAIN   
PRAYING THROUGHOUT THE DAY   

Is there someone that you would like us to pray 
for?  At St Nicholas, there is a group of people 
who pray for the needs of others.  If there is 
someone you would like us to pray for, please 
ring Jackie Morgans 845577, there is always 
complete  confidentiality.
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House of Bishops backs phased approach                                                                                    
The House of Bishops is continuing to review 
advice to clergy on the Church’s efforts to limit 
the spread of the coronavirus.

The Bishops have agreed in principle to a 
phased approach to lifting restrictions with 
regard to church buildings, in time and in 
parallel with the Government’s approach, with 
three broad stages as infection levels improve.

An initial immediate phase has allowed very 
limited access to church buildings for activities 
such as streaming of services or private prayer 
by clergy in their own parishes, so long as 
the necessary hygiene and social distancing 
precautions are taken. Subsequently it is hoped 
to offer access for some rites and ceremonies 
when allowed by law, observing appropriate 
physical distancing and hygiene precautions.
Worship services, with limited congregations 
meeting, will begin when Government 
restrictions are eased to allow this.

The Bishops agreed that the decision on 
the timing of when to implement the revised 
advice on ministers or worship leaders praying 
and streaming from their church buildings 



Noah was getting fed up with all the questions, 
wondering when his wife would go back to the 
housework, but he did have to admit – it was 
the biggest thing he had ever made. 

By then the ark was 450feet long, by 75feet 
wide and 45feet high (approx. 150m x 25m x 
15m). 

The next day the banging had stopped, but 
Noah came in smelling of the pitch which God      
had ordered to be painted on, inside and out. 

‘Oh, come on – when are you going to tell me 
what’s going on’ Mrs Noah asked. 

She had been talking to her daughters in law, 
the wives of Shem, Ham and Japheth, they 
didn’t know either, just that their husbands were 
coming home each night dirty and tired, each 
saying they were doing as God had instructed 
to Noah. 

The following week the ark was finished, and 
Noah told his wife and the rest of the family 
exactly what was going to happen next. Mrs 
Noah could not believe her ears. 

‘What do you mean two of every kind of animal, 
bird and creepy crawly creature?’ 

Noah replied ‘I’m just doing what God has told 
me to do. He said that he’s fed up with the way
that violence has become such a big part of life 
on earth, so he’s going to do something about 
it. 

God said the he is going to send a flood. It’s 
going to rain for days and days and days. There 
will be no land left to live on and we, our sons 
and their wives are to live in the ark with 2 of all 
the living creatures that we are collecting’. 

Mrs Noah, ever the practical one next asked 
‘But where will all our food come from, and 
what about all that comes out of the opposite 
end to where the food goes in? 

‘God has thought of all that, he will provide the 
food, it will be ready by the time we are ready to 
go. The lads are out collecting food now. 
Have faith – as the quantity of food goes down 

It is likely that the ‘old normality’ will not be 
the‘new normality’ and this provokes a few 
thoughts:

* How many people, now out of the habit of 
regular community worship, will wish to return 
to it?

* How many people on the periphery of church 
life, will come back to it, at least in the short 
term?  

* How many of those who have had a regular 
commitment to the church, for example by 
serving at the altar or in its refectories, singing in 
choirs, doing flowers, ringing bells and polishing 
brasses will feel that this is a good time to make 
a break and do something different?   

As church people, we must consider where we 
go from here. The Church, everywhere in the 
infected world, will need to know our answer to 
its call. To thrive, it needs us back.
                                      Church News Service

This story was first published a few years is 
especially for the month of July, when St 
Swithen’s Day falls. The size of the ark 
varies according to which version of the 
Bible you read! 
Noah’s Ark 
Bang, bang, bang – and so it continued through-
out that day and the following day and for many 
days to follow. 

Mrs Noah was really fed up. That was all she 
heard – Bang, Bang, Bang. 

‘Well – are you going to tell me what you are 
building?’ she asked her husband. 

‘No, not yet’ he replied. 

‘Where on earth is all this wood coming from? 
she continued. 

‘I don’t know, the lads are finding it just as God 
said they would’ 

‘Oh, it must be alright if God ordered it, but isn’t
 it a bit big? 
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so there will be room for the other stuff you are 
worrying about’. 

It was exactly as God had promised Noah. It 
started to rain the day after they were all ready 
to board the ark. Some of the animals had 
protested, but as soon as they were on the 
ark a peace reigned over all of them, even Mrs 
Noah stopped worrying! 

Soon they could see no land, even the tops of 
the highest mountains had disappeared under 
the water.  

After a few weeks God was confident that all 
had perished, except those he had chosen to 
go on the ark. He sent a wind and again Mrs 
Noah started worrying, but even she could see
that the flood water was receding. Eventually  
the ark came to rest on Mount Ararat, but there 
was still water covering the lower land – so they 
stayed where they were. 

After a couple of months Noah sent out a raven 
to see if it could rest anywhere, but it just kept 
flying back and forth with nowhere to land. 

Noah waited another couple of months and 
sent out a dove, the dove found nowhere to 
land, and flew back to Noah and the safety of 
the ark. After 7 more days he once again sent 
out the dove and this time they were all relieved 
to see that the dove brought back a fresh olive 
leaf. A week later the dove left again – and this 
time did not return. 

Noah said to them ‘Don’t get too excited’ and 
he insisted on waiting another 7 days before 
going out to see what the earth was now like. 
It was still very wet and they waited over a 
month before it was safe to tie up the ark and 
release the animals. There was a lot of noise as 
the animals and birds and crawling creatures 
realised that they had freedom again, and they 
all went their separate ways without a backward 
glance of gratitude. 

Mrs Noah was very relieved and grateful to her 
husband for saving them from the flood, and she 
was full of joy when her husband came back 
from a walk and said ‘You see that rainbow in 
the sky. Well God has put that there as a sign 
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of the covenant he has made with the people of 
the earth, that he will never again send a flood 
to cover the whole earth. I think he means we 
now have to sort out our own problems without 
any interference from him’. 

The next time Mrs Noah heard Bang, Bang, 
Bang she was very happy because her husband 
was building them a new house, exactly to her 
specifications!
                                                           Avril Neal

I was glad… 
Bishop Michael’s pastoral letter for July 

I was glad when they said unto me, ‘We will 
go into the house of the Lord’. 

The Psalmist’s words have rung poignantly in 
my ears over the last weeks, as we have been 
unable to enter our churches to worship together. 
At the time I am writing, the timetable for our re-
entry into church buildings is not yet clear, as it 
will be dependent on the government’s gradual 
easing of restrictions, which in turn is contingent 
upon the effectiveness of those restrictions in 
containing the spread of the coronavirus. We 
do know, though, that we will have to move 
through different phases in taking up again the 
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use of our churches, that many precautions will 
need to be taken to ensure that our churches 
are safe and clean, and that some limitations 
(on singing, on numbers, on distancing) will 
remain in place. 

Nevertheless, there will be a time when ‘our feet 
shall stand within the gates’ of our churches 
together, and I look forward to that with eager 
anticipation. The closure of our buildings has 
been the right decision to help protect the 
common good of our society’s health, but 
it has not been easy: we have been missing 
these places we love, hallowed by the prayers 
of generations; we have been missing the real 
fellowship of one another, fellow members of 
the body of Christ; and we have been missing 
sharing together in that body and blood in 
communion. When we meet again we will 
indeed be glad; and it will be for our churches 
collectively a time of restoration, a return from 
exile. 

In the Bible, times of exile are of course full of 
longing for restoration; but they are also times 
of re-imagination. God’s people during their 
years in Babylon learned so much more about 
the purposes of their God that they were able to 
shape their life in a new way when they returned 
to Jerusalem. And our own, much shorter, exile 
has been a time of re-imagination 
for us too. We have learned new ways of 
being together in virtual reality; we have found 
new patterns of worship; we have discovered 
in a new way what it means to serve our 
communities. While our buildings have been 
closed, our churches have been very much 
alive and learning. And it is vital that we should 
take that new learning into our restored life 
together as we re-enter our churches. 

Here are a few points of learning, taken from an 
evangelical website. The writer suggests that in 
our experience of this lockdown, God has been 
training us: 

· as we are unable to gather physically as 
churches, to appreciate the vital importance of 
meeting together; 

· as we feel our individual weakness and 
vulnerability, to repent of our self-dependence; 

· as the vulnerable are in self-isolation for a 
long period, to care for others and put their 
needs ahead of our own; as we find ourselves 
restricted in our homes with family, to deepen 
our relationships; 

· as we find ourselves unable to do many of 
the things we have taken for granted, to value 
what really matters in life; as we find ourselves 
threatened by something affecting the whole of 
society, to value good government; 

· as we find ourselves with time on our hands, to 
regain a habit of daily prayer and bible reading; 

· as we find ourselves in awe of healthcare 
workers and those performing essential jobs, 
to free us from our adulation of over-paid 
celebrities and sports stars; 
·
 as we feel the fear of death and frailty of life, to 
appreciate the gospel hope of resurrection with 
joyful confidence in the future that awaits us; 

· as we sense that the lock-down is going to 
last longer than we first imagined, to value the 
virtues of patience and long-suffering; 

· as we begin to understand the devastating 
impact that the virus will have in less developed 
countries, to regain our passion for world 
mission and to care for our poorer brothers and 
sisters around the world. 

These are things for us to take to heart in our 
own individual lives and in our local churches. 
We will also need to shape new ways of planning 
our mission and ministry at a diocesan and at 
a national level, and work is already beginning 
on that. In all that we do, as individuals or as 
churches, we will need to hold together the twin 
themes of restoration and re-imagination. So 
we pray, in the words of the eucharistic prayer 
for Lent that we were using at the beginning of 
all this, that through a pilgrimage of prayer and 
discipline we may grow in grace and learn to be 
your people once again. 
                          +Michael Bishop of Lichfield
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They stayed together 

Bishop Michael’s pastoral letter for April 2020 
At the time of writing, it is not clear how far the Coronavirus will spread, nor how seriously it 
will impact upon our lives. Undoubtedly, it presents us with a serious challenge, in terms both 
of public health and of the ways in which we relate to one another. However, it is much less 
deadly than the plagues which affected our country in past centuries, most famously the Great 
Plague of 1655. 

At that time, Eyam in Derbyshire lay within the Diocese of Lichfield. That beautiful village 
played a famously heroic part in combatting the spread of the plague, which had been 
unwittingly introduced to the community through infested samples of cloth brought from 
London by a travelling tailor. Led by their vicar William Mompesson, the villagers took the 
selfless decision to ’self isolate’ for more than a year, avoiding all contact with neighbouring 
villages, their food supplies left at and collected from the parish boundaries. The cost in 
human lives was heavy, but the result of containment was entirely successful. 

Mompesson worked in close collaboration with one of his predecessors and potential rivals, 
the Nonconformist minister Thomas Stanley, who had been ejected from his living for his 
Puritan beliefs. In a display of ecumenical unity utterly remarkable for its time, the two clergy 
sustained the morale, strengthened the will, and re-established the unity of the community 
through their ministry, gathering their people together in open air services.  

Eyam today is a very moving place, with no sites more evocative than its burying places, 
including the graveyard with the table tomb of William Mompesson’s wife Catherine, who died 
towards the end of the outbreak. It is deservedly a place popular with visitors, and forms the 
far end of the Peak Pilgrimage Trail which begins in Ilam, still in our diocese in the 
Staffordshire Peak. 

But this is not a site of historical interest only. Eyam is a striking example of the church’s calling 
to bring unity in a society faced with forces which could pull it apart. Faced with the mortal 
peril of the plague, it would have been easy for the villagers of Eyam to divide and scatter; but 
thanks to the Christian message of faith, hope and love at the heart of their community, they 
stayed together. We in our time face challenges which could pull us apart - whether those be 
the threat of pandemic, the political divisions created and exposed in the long arguments over 
Brexit, the growing contrasts in wealth and health  our society, or whatever. But as then, so 
now, our churches are at the heart of our local communities with a message of hope grounded 
in the reality of what God has done in raising Jesus Christ from the dead. This Easter, it is my 
hope and prayer that, like the Christians of Eyam, we can do our part in bringing together a 
divided society. 
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The magic of moths 
During lockdown we have been running a moth 
trap in our garden on fair weather nights. This 
has proved both rewarding and frustrating. 
Rewarding  when you see how many nocturnal 
creatures use the garden and frustrating 
because there are over 2,500 different moths 
in the British Isles. This is an astonishing 
number, considering there are 59 butterfly 
species.  We have a good identification book, 
there are excellent websites and experienced 
moth enthusiasts are very helpful when sent 
photos, but we are beginners, looking at the 
big and beautiful rather than the ‘small brown 
jobs’. Many moths have marvellous names; I 
yearn to see Satin Lutestring, Smoky Wainscot, 
Toadflax Brocade, Least Carpet, Cloaked Pug 
and Dark Spinach. 

Species emerge in bursts, often in large 
numbers, we started seeing Hebrew Characters, 
moved on to Buff Ermines and Heart & Darts,  
then Elephant and Poplar Hawkmoths. The 
Peppered Moth was a thrill, this adapted to 
a blackened landscape, changing colour for 
camouflage in industrial areas during the 
nineteenth century. Thankfully, it is now pale 
again. 

Our garden was created from scratch over the 
last twenty years, so it is amazing to glimpse the 
biodiversity that comes in when encouraged. 
We can help you to make churchyards more 
welcoming to wildlife too. If you would like a 
glimpse of the moths already using your church
yard, we may be able to arrange for someone 
(more experienced than me!) to visit. 

All the best 
Harriet Carty, Diocesan Churchyard 
Environmental Advisor, 
harriet@cfga.org.uk 
www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk  - individuals 
and groups in the diocese receive 20% 
members discount on all CfGA materials. Use 
the discount code Lich19

Free National Helpline bringing Worship 
& Prayer                                                                    
Government figures show that 2.5 million 
people aged 75 and above have never used the 
internet. And so, to help them, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Justin Welby, recently launched 
a free national phoneline to bring worship and 
prayer into the homes of those without access 
to the internet. Daily Hope, which is available 24 
hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – offers music, 
prayers and reflections as well as full worship 
services from the Church of England. 

Use  your old clothes to help others 
in poverty
Lockdown drove many of us to do a Spring 
clear-out of our wardrobes.  But what do you do 
now do with the old clothes you no longer want?

Charity shops may be closed for the time being, 
but there’s still a way to donate your old items and 
support your favourite charities. Just go online 
and visit Thrift+ .  It is an online store where you 
can buy and donate great quality second-hand 
clothes. And you get to choose which cause to 
support when you make a donation.

While lockdown measures are in place, they’ve 
introduced a doorstep collection service, so you 
don’t need to leave your home to support life-
transforming charities.

The NHS - bearing one another’s burdens
“Save the NHS” was the slogan chosen by 
the British government when the coronavirus 
began to spread.  Meant to evoke public 
compassion, and compliance with emergency 
regulations, it sounded as though the NHS was 
an endangered species.  In fact it was the public 
themselves whose lives were in jeopardy; the 
National Health Service existed solely for their 
benefit.  The slogan did manage to stir gratitude 
for a service which had been taken for granted, 
as well as appreciation of its 1.5+ million staff, 
many of whom were now putting their own lives 
at greater risk.

The idea for a countrywide medical service 
came from the Beveridge Report, instigated by 
the coalition government during World War II. 
“Medical treatment covering all requirements 
will be provided for all citizens by a national 
health service”, is how it was defined, though 
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20% members discount on all CfGA materials. Use the discount code Lich19 

 
 



Church Road
Codsall

Modern, fully refurbished rooms
available for regular meetings or 

one off functions/parties.

*  Large hall for up to 60 people
*  Fully equipped modern kitchen
*  Easy access with disabled facilities

To enquire about bookings, or view
the facilities, please telephone

Ann on 07783 584 949
or email:

stnicholasparishrooms@hotmail.com

ST. PETER’S
HALL

Codsall Wood

• The Hall has been refurbished and 
is available for Meetings, Parties, 
Societies etc.

• Facilities include a well equipped 
and recetly renovated kitchen, 
central heating, a small office, 
tables and chairs.

• Spacious Car Park

Enquiries: please telephone
Mrs. Gail Perkins

01902 847442 or 07716 738094
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01902 847442 or 07802 738369
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it had to wait until 1948 for its implementation 
to begin.

It was part of a programme for reconstruction, 
aiming to eliminate Want, Disease, Ignorance, 
Squalor and Idleness.  Sir William Beveridge, 
who gave his name to the report, was close 
friends with two other social reformers: R H 
Tawney, and  William Temple, who was to 
become Archbishop of Canterbury.  Today’s 
Archbishop, Justin Welby, wrote this about the 
trio: “Drawing on Christian understandings of 
justice, generosity and human dignity, they 
described the kind of country that they felt 
reflected God’s values better.”

St Paul couldn’t have thought he was providing 
a slogan for a welfare state when he wrote, 
“Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfil the 
law of Christ”, but that is a neat summary of the 
way the National Health Service works.  We all 
pay in when we can and we all benefit when we 
need.

One estimate of the cost of the NHS today is 
£158.4 billion, which in real terms is 10 times as 
much as in 1950. In the meantime, it’s no longer 
completely free for all.  Prescription charges 
and dental fees have been introduced.  The 
development of ever-more sophisticated life-
saving drugs and medical procedures will 
inevitably mean higher costs – and a heightened 
moral dilemma.  Must there be further limits to 
the provision of “medical treatment covering all 
requirements”?

The colossal task of rebuilding a shattered 
economy in the years to come may compel the 
British people to choose between what is 
essential and what is optional.  The Christian 
principle now sounds particularly demanding: 
“Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfil the 
law of Christ”.

Answers to last month’s crossword
Across
1  Care 3  Paradise 8  Null 9  Profaned              
11 Legalistic 14 Closed 15 Stores 17 Missionary 
20 Covenant 21 Thai 22 Trade-off 23 Eden
Down
1  Conflict 2  Religion 4  Arrest 5  Affliction  
6  Iona 7  Eddy 10 Allegiance 12 Preached  
13 Assyrian 16 A son of 18 Scot 19 DVLA



• Lighting  •  Sockets  •  Showers  •  Testing  •  Mains Upgrades  •  Rewires
•  Security Alarms  •  Garden Lighting  •  Underfloor Heating

FREE QUOTATIONS
Electrical Design Services Available

Showroom Displays of Lighting and Fireplaces at:

 

SHANE JENKINSON 
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE OF 

 
EXTENSIONS – ALTERATIONS - BRICK WALLING - STONE WORK - POINTING - RECLAMATION  

 BARN CONVERSIONS -  SLABBING -  PATIOS - PAVING (BLOCKS) – GROUNDWORK 
 

LOCAL BUILDERS IN CODSALL 
TRUSTWORTHY & RELIABLE 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED  ‘’FREE QUOTES’’ 
OAK COTTAGE OAKEN CODSALL WV8 2AY       

HOME: 847016 MOB: 07939 226656 

(BUILDER)

BERNIE
GRIFFITHS
A Man For All Seasons

Plastering • Painting • Decoration 
• Gardening • Household Maintenance

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
94 Sandy Lane, Codsall, Wolverhampton

PLEASE CALL: 01902 840747  |   07746 117446

Chiropodist / Podiatrist
Michael Beech
128 Birches Road
Codsall WV8 2JP

Corn/Callus Removal - Ingrowing Toe Nails - Verruca -
Diabetics Bio Mechanical Assessments - 

Thickened Toe Nails Reduced

All treatment carried out in your own home

Tel: 01902 842697
Mobile: 07979 877868

Health Professions Reg No. CH20257

16 HISTONS DRIVE, CODSALL

Telephone CODSALL 842739   Mobile 07783 471949
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Saluting Free Trade

This month (Feb) we can celebrate two
decades of the Fairtrade movement, founded
back in 1995. Recent research showed that 78
per cent of the UK public  now recognise the
Fairtrade Mark, which stands for the world’s
largest and most recognised fair-trade system.
Its aim is to secure a better deal for farmers 
and workers.

Based in Bonn, Germany, it sets international
standards, organises support for producers
around the world and promotes trade justice
internationally. The work of building a market
for fair-trade products is carried out by national 

Can you help?
The Parish Rooms Committee are looking for

someone to be a ‘first stop’ for minor
maintenance issues at the Parish Rooms. The
building has been extensively refurbished, and
the Parish Rooms Committee oversees its
use, working with the Parish Rooms
Manager,  Ann Evans. This role would involve 
joining the committee and liaising with Ann,
dealing with minor issues eg. heating niggles
and small repairs as needed. If you think you
could help, please contact the committee
chair, David Johnson on 07887397569 or the
vice chair Sue Richardson on 845556. You
may also like to talk to Bill Neal, who has been 
undertaking this role, on 847287.  
Thank you!

ST NICHOLAS
PARISH CHURCH
TODDLER GROUP
Every Monday (during term-time)

Parish Rooms, Church Road, Codsall

1:15pm – 2.45 pm

for more information contact        
Daniela Fletcher - 840552

Adult and first child £1.25
extra children 50p each       

Everyone Welcome!
www.stnicholascodsall.org.uk

Tots @ St. Nic’s
Come and join us for a regular Toddlers’

Service at St Nicholas’ Church
Stories

Games
Songs

Fun Activities
Prayers

Refreshments
Tuesday 17th February

Time:2pm - 2.45pm

CHRISTMAS TREE        
FESTIVAL 

The Events Committee would like to thank
everyone who supported our Christmas
Tree Festival last December.  It was a
wonderful event bringing together so many
local groups and organisations in our
community.  We were delighted to be able
to give £3,000 towards the ongoing
refurbishment of the Parish Rooms.  See
you in 2016!!

CRAFT GROUP
We are a small group of 

ladies with a variety interests who meet
together on Saturday afternoons, 2.30 pm
– 4.30 pm in the Parish Rooms, Church
Road, Codsall. This is a leisure group,
rather than tutor based, whereby we help
each other and offer advice and support.
We would be very pleased to have more
ladies join us.

If you want to know more please phone 
Annie on 01902 846383.

11

Sites for Travellers

There was concern regarding the District
Council’s Site Allocations proposal for the
provision of a total of 33 travellers’ pitches by
the year 2028.  Cllr Ewart was of the view that
this target far exceeded the requirement.  Cllr
Val Chapman had drafted Bilbrook’s objection
to the proposed site in Lane Green Road.

Watery Lane Development

The 26 November planning meeting was
informed of a public consultation on the plans
being drawn up by Richborough Estates for the
proposed Core Strategy residential
development adjacent to Watery Lane [a
development comprising approximately 150
new homes plus recreational facilities].  There
would be a public exhibition at the Parish
Rooms on 2 December.  A dedicated
consultation website had also been set up at
www.waterylanecodsall.co.uk giving access to
information and a response form for the
duration of the consultation period 24
November to 23 December.  [Although the
consultation period has ended, the website is
still accessible at the time of writing in mid-
January].

Synopsis compiled by Mike Smith attempting –
if not always succeeding – accuracy in
substance and interpretation.  Full copies of
the minutes can be viewed on the CPC
website at www.codsallparishcouncil.co.uk

The good thing about commuting 
to work

Next time you are standing in a crowded train
carriage or bus on your way to work, or even
cycling or walking there in the rain, consider
this, you are better off than those who are
driving. Hard to believe? A recent study has
found that people who make a regular
commute that involves some sort of physical
activityare in better mental shape, sleep
better, and are happier than those who drive to
work.

As one researcher at the University of East
Anglia explained: “You might think that things
like disruption to services or crowds of
commuters might have been a cause of
considerable stress. But as buses or trains
also give people time to relax, read, socialise,
and there is usually an associated walk to the
bus stop or railway station, it appears to cheer
people up.” Another associated study has
found that people who give up the car and use
bus or train to get to work, lose weight.

Food intolerance

Do you believe that you are intolerant to
certain foods? It seems that more than one in
five of us could be avoiding certain foods
because we have become convinced that we
are allergic or intolerant towards them.
A surveyfor the Food and Drink Innovation
Network found that dairy and gluten are the
most common types of food which we give up.
This has enormous implications: up to a third
of all households could by now have had to
adapt to having a member of their family either
unable or unwilling to eat certain food. This in
turn has spawned a phenomenal growth in the 
industry which supplies us with foods free from
gluten, lactose, nuts, or other ingredients.

Good fruit

When you finish this story, you will want to eat
some fruit. It seems that eating just one or two
pieces of fruit a day can cut the risk of a heart
attack or stroke by up to 40 per cent.  A recent
study by Oxford University has found that
people who eat fruit daily have a far lower rate
of heart disease, and a lower rate of the two
main types of stroke. And the more often
people ate fruit, the more the risk fell. Another 
recent study, at Washington State University,
has found that an apple a day can also help
keep obesity away, as it makes people feel
fuller for longer.

Church News Serice
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16 HISTONS DRIVE, CODSALL
Established 1972

HOUSE REWIRING   •   FUSEBOARDS, EXTRA SOCKETS AND 
LIGHTS ETC.  •  N.I.C.E.I.C. APPROVED  •  FREE ESTIMATES

  •  ALARMS AND CCTV
grahamselec@aol.com

Telephone CODSALL 842739 Mobile 07783 471949

• Professional tree surgeons.
• Stump grinding.
• Hedge maintenance.
• Insured to £5 millions Public Liability.

All work conforms to BS3998.

www.birchestreesurgery.com

Call Jon Edwards for a 
free no obligation quote.

GRAHAM’S ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Humpty Dumpty Nursery Play Group
Parish Rooms, Church Road, Codsall.

 Monday to Friday 9.00- 12.00.

Children from 2 years - school age accepted. Think2 and 3 – 4 year olds funding 
available. 

Established for almost 50 years locally with permanent staff,  
well equipped and highly recommended.

Tel: 01902-846558 or 07837 942434 
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BOOK WITH US
WEDDINGS FROM JUST £1995

Wedding • Christenings • Funerals • Conference • Birthdays

 Perton Park Golf Club, Wrottesley Park Road, Perton, Wolverhampton, WV6 7HL         

admin@pertongolfclub.co.uk   www.pertongolfclub.co.uk   T: 01902 380073

GYM MEMBERSHIP FOR JUST £23.99

WEEKEND BREAKFAST 8AM - 1PM
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BOOK WITH US
WEDDINGS FROM JUST £1995

Wedding • Christenings • Funerals • Conference • Birthdays

 Perton Park Golf Club, Wrottesley Park Road, Perton, Wolverhampton, WV6 7HL         

admin@pertongolfclub.co.uk   www.pertongolfclub.co.uk   T: 01902 380073

GYM MEMBERSHIP FOR JUST £23.99

WEEKEND BREAKFAST 8AM - 1PM
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Lime Tree Building Services

07835 467046

Head Office: High Street, Albrighton
WV7 3JA

HUMPTY DUMPTY 
NURSERY PLAYGROUP

PARISH ROOMS, CHURCH ROAD, CODSALL
Daily Mon/Tue 9 - 12  

Wed/Thurs/Fri 8.45 - 3.15
Chirldren from 2 years to school age accepted
Permanent Staff           Highly Recommended

Well equipped
For Details:

Tel: (01902) 846558 Mornings only
Mobile: 07837 942434

Commissions also taken for

Bespoke Framing Service

Prices start at £90
 inc frame of your choice
large selection available

Landscapes, seascapes, 
Contemporary and Abstract paintings

Hand made pendants from my artwork

paintings, prints,photographs etc.

mob: 07821 603003
email: lindarosegallery@gmail.com

or visit my website: www. lindarosegallery.co.uk

by
Artist Linda Tennant 

In Oil from Photographs

PET PORTRAITS 



Hanging basket plants.
Geraniums and fuschia ready for planting into hanging baskets.

Shrubs, roses, trees, herbaceous and alpine plants always in stock.
Large selection of New Season garden furniture on display now.

FAST & EASY REPAIR
Looking for the most affordable Mobile, Tablet & Computer Repair?

Come and Visit Fonestech Repair Centre. We repair iPhone, iPad & iPod and other phones models in time.
Fonestech has over 6 years of experience in providing expert and fast repair service for all the latest mobile devices and tablets.

90 Wolverhampton Road, 
Codsall WV8 1PE
t: 01902 845 544

www.fonestech.com  
info-cs@fonestech.co.uk

PLEASE MENTION THIS MAGAZINE WHEN RESPONDING TO ADVERTS

34

Wrottesley Park is the perfect 
setting for your loved ones’s  
final resting place, offering a 
 range of environmental and  

practical benefits. 

 A final resting place  in a natural area of peace and tranquillity. 
 Minimal environmental impact 
 A perfect natural celebration of the circle of life. 
 Free impartial advice and support 
 You may choose your plot in advance in either woodland or meadow 
 Natural memorials to enhance the local ecology 
 Exceptional value compared to other burial choices  

@theNaturalBurialCo 

naturalburialco naturalburialco 

Wrottesley Park Road, Perton, Wolverhampton WV8 2HE 
www.thenaturalburialcompany.com  0116 222 0247 

Encouraging Nature, Celebrating Life, Supporting the Bereaved 

Hanging basket plants.
Geraniums and fuschia ready for planting into hanging baskets.

Shrubs, roses, trees, herbaceous and alpine plants always in stock.
Large selection of New Season garden furniture on display now.

FAST & EASY REPAIR
Looking for the most affordable Mobile, Tablet & Computer Repair?

Come and Visit Fonestech Repair Centre. We repair iPhone, iPad & iPod and other phones models in time.
Fonestech has over 6 years of experience in providing expert and fast repair service for all the latest mobile devices and tablets.

90 Wolverhampton Road, 
Codsall WV8 1PE
t: 01902 845 544

www.fonestech.com  
info-cs@fonestech.co.uk
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34

Wrottesley Park is the perfect 
setting for your loved ones’s  
final resting place, offering a 
 range of environmental and  

practical benefits. 

 A final resting place  in a natural area of peace and tranquillity. 
 Minimal environmental impact 
 A perfect natural celebration of the circle of life. 
 Free impartial advice and support 
 You may choose your plot in advance in either woodland or meadow 
 Natural memorials to enhance the local ecology 
 Exceptional value compared to other burial choices  

@theNaturalBurialCo 

naturalburialco naturalburialco 

Wrottesley Park Road, Perton, Wolverhampton WV8 2HE 
www.thenaturalburialcompany.com  0116 222 0247 

Encouraging Nature, Celebrating Life, Supporting the Bereaved 

We are pleased to be open again and plan to offer a selection of 
hanging basket plants and the usual popular summer bedding range.

        Shrubs, roses, trees, herbaceous and alpine plants always 
in stock together with a selection of garden furniture. 
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Lime Tree Building Services

07835 467046

Head Office: High Street, Albrighton
WV7 3JA

HUMPTY DUMPTY 
NURSERY PLAYGROUP

PARISH ROOMS, CHURCH ROAD, CODSALL
Daily Mon/Tue 9 - 12  

Wed/Thurs/Fri 8.45 - 3.15
Chirldren from 2 years to school age accepted
Permanent Staff           Highly Recommended

Well equipped
For Details:

Tel: (01902) 846558 Mornings only
Mobile: 07837 942434

Commissions also taken for

Bespoke Framing Service

Prices start at £90
 inc frame of your choice
large selection available

Landscapes, seascapes, 
Contemporary and Abstract paintings

Hand made pendants from my artwork

paintings, prints,photographs etc.

mob: 07821 603003
email: lindarosegallery@gmail.com

or visit my website: www. lindarosegallery.co.uk

by
Artist Linda Tennant 

In Oil from Photographs

PET PORTRAITS 
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simon.ratcliff@yahoo.co.uk

Ring Neil at: Codsall 01902 311570
Mobile: 07437 179424

Premier Regular Mowing Service

“THE GRASS CUTTER”MOW  - JOE
• Any size Garden, Large or Small
• Formal Stripes for a traditional finish
• Edging included in all types of treatments etc.
• Customer satisfaction guaranteed

Hair By Caroline 
Hairdressing in the comfort of your home

Discounts offered to senior citizens 

07871 101 058 

Hair By Caroline 
Hairdressing in the comfort of your home

Discounts offered to senior citizens 

07871 101 058 

Hair By Caroline 
Hairdressing in the comfort of your home

Discounts offered to senior citizens 

07871 101 058 

C O D S A L L
F L O O R I N G

W W W . C O D S A L L F L O O R I N G . C O . U K

For more information please contact us on 01902 840101

TRY THE REST THEN COME TO the BEST!

BEST
the PRODUCTS

SERVICE
PRICES

6 BIRCHES BRIDGE, WOLVERHAMPTON ROAD, CODSALL, WOLVERHAMPTON,  WV8 1PE

TOP QUALITY CARPETS... 
FELT BACKS TO SAXONY’SVISIT OUR SUPERB SHOWROOM 

& BROWSE OUR HUGE SELECTION 

OF INDUSTRY LEADING PRODUCTS!
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and  
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Weston Park  
  Want to find out more? 

visit our website www.weston-park.com/volunteer 
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Head Office: High Street, Albrighton
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NURSERY PLAYGROUP
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For Details:
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large selection available
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by
Artist Linda Tennant 

In Oil from Photographs

PET PORTRAITS 

Wombourne Funeral Services &
Wombourne & Kinver Memorials

01902 756830
info@wombournefuneralservices.co.uk

Independent family business • Serving you with dignity
24 Hours emergency call out • Private chapels of rest • Pre-paid funeral plans

Complete monumental service • Headstone Insurance

Offices at:
Wombourne, Perton, Kinver, Pennfields, Wallheath

Incorporating: Kinver and Perton Funeral Directors
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Shrubs, roses, trees, herbaceous and alpine plants always in stock.
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B O O K  W I T H  U S
W E D D I N G S  F R O M  J U S T  £ 1 9 9 5

Wedding • Christenings • Funerals • Conference • Birthdays

 Pe r t o n  Pa r k  G o l f  C l u b ,  W r o t t e s l ey  Pa r k  R o a d ,  Pe r t o n ,  Wo l ve r h a m p t o n ,  W V 6  7 H L         

a d m i n @ p e r t o n g o l f c l u b . c o . u k    w w w. p e r t o n g o l f c l u b . c o . u k    T:  0 1 9 0 2  3 8 0 0 7 3

GYM MEMBERSHIP FOR JUST £23.99

WEEKEND BREAKFAST 8AM - 1PM

Mobility Scooter & 
Equipment Service and 

Repair

	All scooters serviced and repaired

	Batteries & tyres supplied and 
fitted

	Rise & recline chairs

	Wheelchairs and Stair lifts 

	All other mobility equipment

Based in Albrighton, free advice,  
call David

01902 374277 – 0753 505 3630
service@abilityservice.co.uk



 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Your Local 
Family Run Business 
Owned and operated by 
a Husband & Wife team 
for over 10 years 
DBS Checked 
 

Specialist cleaning for: 
• Carpets 
• Upholstery 
• Leather  
• Curtains (in situ) 
• Mattresses          
• Rugs                                        

The most thorough 
clean ever 

GUARANTEED 

 www.carpetkleen.co.uk 
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Having been based in Codsall Wood for the last 15 years, examples of our work 
and satisfied customers can be found from Wolverhampton to Telford, Newport 
to Bridgnorth. 

We are strong believers that the 'devil is in the detail'. We understand that any 
work undertaken to your property is a long term investment and something that 
you will be able to enjoy the benefits of for years to come.  

Any project size carried out. 

Contact Joe Cork: 07872149223 

 

 Patios 
 Fencing 
 Brick & dry stone 

walls 
 Decking 
 Tree surgery 

 Driveways 
 Footings 
 Drainage 
 Digger and 

driver hire 
 Site clearance 

 

Carpentry

Kitchen/Bathroom Installation

Decoration 

Tiling/Flooring

Experienced Albrighton Tradesman

Contact Chris Chandler to

arrange a free quotation:

Tel: 01902 372 147

Mob: 07817 620 450
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FREE DELIVERY & 

FREE DI�
	��L 	F 	LD �ED

Friendly Family Run Business

Frames
Divans

Mattresses
Headboards

& More

Unit 3 
Macrome Road 
Wolverhampton

WV6 9HD 
Tel- 01902 238558

www.greensbedcentre.co.uk

Mattresses from £69 Open 7 Days a week

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

01902 847 358 
enquiries@worthingtonestates.co.uk 

www.worthingtonestates.co.uk 

 

94A, Wolverhampton Road, Codsall WV8 1PE 

 NATIONAL AWARD-WINNING SALES & CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 TOP SELLING AGENT FOR OUR AREA 

 DEDICATED FAMILY TEAM 

 FREE MARKET APPRAISAL, PHOTOGRAPHS & ADVERTISING 

 

The team went above and beyond to help us not only sell 

our property but to purchase our new home! The service 

was excellent - everyone was very friendly and 

knowledgeable. Highly recommended! Georgina - 

Vendor 

 

A modern company with old fashioned values. 

 
 

Meet our team: Dianne, Andy & Rose Worthington 
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Having been based in Codsall Wood for the last 15 years, examples of our work 
and satisfied customers can be found from Wolverhampton to Telford, Newport 
to Bridgnorth. 

We are strong believers that the 'devil is in the detail'. We understand that any 
work undertaken to your property is a long term investment and something that 
you will be able to enjoy the benefits of for years to come.  

Any project size carried out. 

Contact Joe Cork: 07872149223 

 

 Patios 
 Fencing 
 Brick & dry stone 

walls 
 Decking 
 Tree surgery 

 Driveways 
 Footings 
 Drainage 
 Digger and 

driver hire 
 Site clearance 
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CODSALL & BILBROOK CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
Meeting every 3rd Thursday in the month at 

Bilbrook Fire Station WV8 1HU at 10am.
Caring for those in our community affected by cancer – 

call by for a coffee and chat.
Everyone welcome, 

or call Heather Dean 07967 242703 or Les Graham 07724 638519.
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simon.ratcliff@yahoo.co.uk

Ring Neil at: Codsall 01902 311570
Mobile: 07437 179424

Premier Regular Mowing Service

“THE GRASS CUTTER”MOW  - JOE
• Any size Garden, Large or Small
• Formal Stripes for a traditional finish
• Edging included in all types of treatments etc.
• Customer satisfaction guaranteed

Hair By Caroline 
Hairdressing in the comfort of your home

Discounts offered to senior citizens 

07871 101 058 
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C O D S A L L
F L O O R I N G

W W W . C O D S A L L F L O O R I N G . C O . U K

For more information please contact us on 01902 840101

TRY THE REST THEN COME TO the BEST!

BEST
the PRODUCTS

SERVICE
PRICES

6 BIRCHES BRIDGE, WOLVERHAMPTON ROAD, CODSALL, WOLVERHAMPTON,  WV8 1PE

TOP QUALITY CARPETS... 
FELT BACKS TO SAXONY’SVISIT OUR SUPERB SHOWROOM 

& BROWSE OUR HUGE SELECTION 

OF INDUSTRY LEADING PRODUCTS!
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Hanging basket plants.
Geraniums and fuschia ready for planting into hanging baskets.

Shrubs, roses, trees, herbaceous and alpine plants always in stock.
Large selection of New Season garden furniture on display now.

FAST & EASY REPAIR Looking for the most affordable Mobile, Tablet & Computer Repair?
Come and Visit Fonestech Repair Centre. We repair iPhone, iPad & iPod and other phones models in time.

Fonestech has over 6 years of experience in providing expert and fast repair service for all the latest mobile devices and tablets.

90 Wolverhampton Road, 
Codsall WV8 1PE
t: 01902 845 544

www.fonestech.com  
info-cs@fonestech.co.uk

PLEASE MENTION THIS MAGAZINE WHEN RESPONDING TO ADVERTS

34

Wrottesley Park is the perfect 
setting for your loved ones’s  
final resting place, offering a 
 range of environmental and  

practical benefits. 

 A final resting place  in a natural area of peace and tranquillity. 
 Minimal environmental impact 
 A perfect natural celebration of the circle of life. 
 Free impartial advice and support 
 You may choose your plot in advance in either woodland or meadow 
 Natural memorials to enhance the local ecology 
 Exceptional value compared to other burial choices  

@theNaturalBurialCo 

naturalburialco naturalburialco 

Wrottesley Park Road, Perton, Wolverhampton WV8 2HE 
www.thenaturalburialcompany.com  0116 222 0247 

Encouraging Nature, Celebrating Life, Supporting the Bereaved 
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OOuurr  ffaammiillyy  bbuussiinneessss  ffoorr  oovveerr  2255  yyeeaarrss 
    CCaarrppeett  aanndd  ffaabbrriicc  pprrootteeccttiioonn 
        LLeeaatthheerr  aanndd  ccuurrttaaiinn  cclleeaanniinngg  
      RRaappiidd  ddrryyiinngg  
        EEccoo  FFrriieennddllyy  
      AAllll  ssaaffee  aanndd  nnoonn  ttooxxiicc  
    FFuullllyy  IInnssuurreedd  

  

                                                      
wwwwww..ccrroowwnnffffcc..ccoo..uukk  

ccrroowwnnfflloooorraannddffaabbrriicc@@oouuttllooookk..ccoomm  

01543 326844 
 

 

Your local carpet and upholstery cleaning specialist 
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Lime Tree Building Services

07835 467046

Head Office: High Street, Albrighton
WV7 3JA

HUMPTY DUMPTY 
NURSERY PLAYGROUP

PARISH ROOMS, CHURCH ROAD, CODSALL
Daily Mon/Tue 9 - 12  

Wed/Thurs/Fri 8.45 - 3.15
Chirldren from 2 years to school age accepted
Permanent Staff           Highly Recommended

Well equipped
For Details:

Tel: (01902) 846558 Mornings only
Mobile: 07837 942434

Commissions also taken for

Bespoke Framing Service

Prices start at £90
 inc frame of your choice
large selection available

Landscapes, seascapes, 
Contemporary and Abstract paintings

Hand made pendants from my artwork

paintings, prints,photographs etc.

mob: 07821 603003
email: lindarosegallery@gmail.com

or visit my website: www. lindarosegallery.co.uk

by
Artist Linda Tennant 

In Oil from Photographs

PET PORTRAITS 
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Stewart Russell
TIME TO CLEAN YOUR OVEN?    LET ME DO THE JOB YOU HATE

• Ovens • Filters • Hobs
• Grills • BBQs • Ranges
• Extractors • Microwaves • AGAs

Call me or go online today for a FREE quote

07538 741000   
ovenclean.com

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewart Russell 
TIME TO CLEAN YOUR OVEN ? LET ME DO THE JOB YOU HATE 

• Ovens   Filters   Hobs 
• Grills   BBQs   Ranges 
• Extractors   Microwaves  AGAs 

Call me or go online today for a FREE quote 

07538 741000  ovenclean.com 
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE. 

This magazine has been a part of the community for more than 50 
years and currently more than 90 local businesses promote their 
services, activities or events; many of them for more than 10 years. 

Why not join them. We currently have some space and offer good 
value for money. 

Starting at just £50.00 for a year, 12 issues, for an eighth of a page.  

Layout changes can be made at any time at no extra charge.  

One off events can be accommodated subject to space availability. 

All the money raised goes towards the magazine printing costs and 
supporting the work of the church in the area. 

For more details: phone 07393 450017  

                           or email roger.marycodsallmag@sky.com 

 

 

    



Hanging basket plants.
Geraniums and fuschia ready for planting into hanging baskets.

Shrubs, roses, trees, herbaceous and alpine plants always in stock.
Large selection of New Season garden furniture on display now.

FAST & EASY REPAIR Looking for the most affordable Mobile, Tablet & Computer Repair?
Come and Visit Fonestech Repair Centre. We repair iPhone, iPad & iPod and other phones models in time.

Fonestech has over 6 years of experience in providing expert and fast repair service for all the latest mobile devices and tablets.

90 Wolverhampton Road, 
Codsall WV8 1PE
t: 01902 845 544

www.fonestech.com  
info-cs@fonestech.co.uk
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34

Wrottesley Park is the perfect 
setting for your loved ones’s  
final resting place, offering a 
 range of environmental and  

practical benefits. 

 A final resting place  in a natural area of peace and tranquillity. 
 Minimal environmental impact 
 A perfect natural celebration of the circle of life. 
 Free impartial advice and support 
 You may choose your plot in advance in either woodland or meadow 
 Natural memorials to enhance the local ecology 
 Exceptional value compared to other burial choices  

@theNaturalBurialCo 
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Wrottesley Park Road, Perton, Wolverhampton WV8 2HE 
www.thenaturalburialcompany.com  0116 222 0247 
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TILING - RE-ROOFING - CHIMNEY REPAIRS

Freeview aerial specialist

Sky digital repairs

TV/AM/DAB aerials

OAP discounts

Aerial upgrades from £49.95

Tel: 0800 085 0262/07811 929 297   www.ab-aerials.com   Follow us on:

Multiroom installation

LCD/Plasma fitting services

5 year guarantee

Free quotation

Local business more than 15 years

Telephone: 01785 840789
9 Meadow Close, Wheaton Aston, Stafford ST19 9NX

L. Jennings T/A
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Head Office: High Street, Albrighton
WV7 3JA

WV7 3JA

Original Pencil Portraits

Roxanne Gooderham 
FINE ARTIST

email: roxygooderham@hotmail.com

Tel: 07890 187 510
www.roxannegooderham.weebly.com

07725 257527

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having been based in Codsall Wood for the last 15 years, examples of our work 
and satisfied customers can be found from Wolverhampton to Telford, Newport 
to Bridgnorth. 

We are strong believers that the 'devil is in the detail'. We understand that any 
work undertaken to your property is a long term investment and something that 
you will be able to enjoy the benefits of for years to come.  

Any project size carried out. 

Contact Joe Cork: 07872149223 

 

 Patios 
 Fencing 
 Brick & dry stone 

walls 
 Decking 
 Tree surgery 

 Driveways 
 Footings 
 Drainage 
 Digger and 

driver hire 
 Site clearance 
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B O O K  W I T H  U S
W E D D I N G S  F R O M  J U S T  £ 1 9 9 5

Wedding • Christenings • Funerals • Conference • Birthdays

 Pe r t o n  Pa r k  G o l f  C l u b ,  W r o t t e s l ey  Pa r k  R o a d ,  Pe r t o n ,  Wo l ve r h a m p t o n ,  W V 6  7 H L         

a d m i n @ p e r t o n g o l f c l u b . c o . u k    w w w. p e r t o n g o l f c l u b . c o . u k    T:  0 1 9 0 2  3 8 0 0 7 3

GYM MEMBERSHIP FOR JUST £23.99

WEEKEND BREAKFAST 8AM - 1PM



simon.ratcliff@yahoo.co.uk
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Across
1 ‘I pray that out of his glorious — he may strengthen  
 you with power through his Spirit in your inner  
 being’ (Ephesians 3:16) (6)
4 ‘Saul’s father Kish and — father Ner were sons of  
 Abiel’ (1 Samuel 14:51) (6)
7  ‘Praise the Lord, O my — ’ (Psalm 103:1) (4) 
8 See 5 Down 
9 Laws (1 Kings 11:33) (8) 
13 ‘Who of you by worrying can — a single hour  
 to his life?’ (Luke 12:25) (3) 
16 Artistry (Exodus 31:5) (13) 
17 ‘Your young men will see visions, your — men  
 will dream dreams’ (Acts 2:17) (3)
19 How David described his Lord  
 (Psalm 19:14) (8) 
24 ‘If this city is built and its — — restored, you  
 will be left with nothing in Trans-Euphrates’  
 (Ezra 4:16) (5,3) 
25 ‘The holy Scriptures, which are able to make  
 you — for salvation through faith in Christ  
 Jesus’ (2 Timothy 3:15) (4) 
26 Intended destination of arrows (Lamentations  
 3:12) (6) 
27 Eve hit (anag.) (6)

Down
1 ‘For I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will  
 find — for your souls’ (Matthew 11:29) (4)
2 Where Peter was when he denied Christ three  
 times (Luke 22:55) (9)
3 Remarkable early 20th-century Indian evangelist, a  
 convert from Hinduism, — Sundar Singh (5)
4 ‘Now the king had put the officer on whose — —  
 leaned in charge of the gate’ (2 Kings 7:17) (3,2)
5  and 8 Across The Lover describes this facial  
 feature of the Beloved thus: ‘Your — is like the  
 tower of Lebanon looking towards — ’ (Song of  
 Songs 7:4) (4,8) 
6 ‘Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled  
 — your waist’ (Ephesians 6:14) (5)
10 Trout (anag.) (5) 
11 Easily frightened (1 Thessalonians 5:14) (5) 
12 The ability to perceive (Ecclesiastes 10:3) (5) 
13 One of the clans descended from Benjamin  
 (Numbers 26:38) (9) 
14 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who  
 — bread into the bowl with me”’ (Mark 14:20) (4) 
15 Resound (Zephaniah 2:14) (4) 
18 Traditional seat of the Dalai Lama (5) 
20 Precise (John 4:53) (5) 
21 Build (Ezekiel 4:2) (5) 
22 Beat harshly (Acts 22:25) (4) 
23 Darius, who succeeded Belshazzar as king of  
 the Babylonians, was one (Daniel 5:31) (4)Answers in next month’s magazine



GAVIN WILLIAMSON, M.P. 
I hope everyone is keeping safe and well. I am 
thrilled to say that we are now beginning the 
crucial transition out of lockdown and towards 
a more ‘normal’ way of life. 

This week has provided a much-needed respite 
from the last couple of months, and it has been 
great to see such a fantastic response from so 
many residents. It is brilliant to see Codsall’s 
shops and the high street reopened and 
trading again. I would stress that as we start to 
shop more frequently for non-essential items, 
please do ensure you are shopping carefully, 
by maintaining social distancing measures that 
are put in place, which may vary from shop to 
shop. 

It is also important to remember what a difficult 
time it has been for everybody across the retail 
sector in Codsall and South Staffordshire as 
a whole, particularly small and family-owned 
businesses, who haven’t been able to operate 
online.

We’re so lucky to have such a wide range of 
excellent independents, so please continue 
to show your support to help keep our High 
Streets alive.

Alongside shops reopening, we are beginning 
to see local activities pick up again and what 
better way to kick off than with our very own 
Bilbrook and Codsall Scarecrow Competition, 
as organised by Miranda Askwith and the 
Bilbrook and Codsall Scarecrow Competition, 
on Facebook.  

The Scarecrow Competition was a great way to 
cheer up our daily walks, I have loved seeing 
the efforts, there were some fantastic designs. 

In June, we also had Loneliness Awareness 
Week. This was a growing crisis that has been 
hugely exacerbated by the lockdown. I know 
that for many of my constituents, the lockdown 
has left many feeling isolated and lonely.

Please make sure that you are checking on 
your neighbours, family members and friends 
to make sure they are not suffering alone. 

If you feel you are struggling with your mental 

health or are feeling isolated, please reach 
out: https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-
matters/ 

We must do everything we can to eradicate 
loneliness in our communities.

We have come together as a community over 
the last few months and have come out the 
other side stronger for it. Many of us have made 
sacrifices, but thanks to all that hard work, we 
are restoring our way of life and getting back to 
enjoying the things we love. 

As always, please do not hesitate to get in 
touch if you have any queries or issues you 
would like to raise with me. I can be reached 
by email at gavin@gavinwilliamson.org, or you 
can phone my office on 01902 846616.

Thank You from Codsall Community Arts 
Festival Association
Dear Friends

We hope each of you - and those you care 
about - have managed to stay safe during 
this pandemic.  Lockdown was announced 
only days before the first event of Codsall Arts 
Festival, resulting in an enormous amount of 
work as the committee liaised with providers, 
performers and then supporters about the 
cancellation.  This Festival programme was 
particularly varied and not being able to deliver 
it was a huge disappointment.

The committee would like to express its 
gratitude to the many supporters in and around 
Codsall and Bilbrook who bought tickets, many 
of whom made donations to help offset the 
Festival losses.

Obviously, it might be quite some time before 
committee meetings are able to resume.  When 
there is any information it will be put onto the 
website www.codsallartsfestival.org.uk as well 
as Facebook (@CodsallArts).  Also look out for 
announcements in local magazines.

Once again please accept the thanks of the 
committee for all the support which has always 
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been given by local villagers.
Best wishes and safe health to everyone.

A modern Day Parable 
Matthew 6 V 28: Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow… 
The routine was familiar to Harold now. He had 
been shielding for weeks as an international 
disease spread across the World, ignoring 
borders or even the sea. It seemed to attack 
humans but not animals. 

Harold was fortunate in many ways. His 
mathematic brain and patient character were 
ideal to embrace the new technology in the 
nineties and IT quickly became his game. He 
had a comfortable living in Winchester and had 
enjoyed his schooling there at a lovely Public 
School, but in his forties he was offered a new 
career prospect, running an IT business in 
Birmingham. So he persuaded his wife, Betty 
and their two teenage children to move to the 
Midlands. Surprised what their money bought 
in the housing market, compared to the South 
East. They settled for a beautiful country 
cottage on the outskirts of a rural village, but 
close to the main line railway. 

Over the next few years, they came to 
adore the beauty of the Countryside and the 
friendliness of the village people. Betty trained 
as a paramedic and the children continued 
their private education at a new school. They 
soon mixed in with the community mainly 
through their Church connections, which they 
both got involved with. Harold rarely took any 
responsibility or was involved in the PCC, as he 
was frequently travelling abroad with his new 
IT business. However, if you wanted support 
for anything Harold and Betty would always 
be there. It didn’t matter if it was helping the 
treasurer with a spreadsheet, weeding the 
graveyard or cleaning the silver. If they could 
help, they would. The children too, got involved 
in the Choir and the Youth Club, when they 
were home for their school holidays. 

God had truly blessed this family. They were 
dedicated to their Faith and loved the Christian 
people in their lives. ’Thanks’ were prominent 
in their prayers. 

Time moved on and the children successfully 
completed their time at Public School and went 
on to University, where they met their partners 
for life and were never to return home, like so 
many young people. The World was their oyster 
and they built on a very sound upbringing. Life 
also changed dramatically for Harold. Betty was 
taken ill and a few days later died. The dream 
family and life were suddenly broken apart. 
Harold relied on the local Church to guide him 
through a trauma he never saw coming. Sybil, 
who ran the Church Bereavement Group, was 
a great source of strength. She would quietly 
slip into his pew if he was sitting alone and be 
alongside him when he went up for communion. 
Harold always looked forward to that moment 
in the week. The Communion rail was where he 
celebrated the wonderful life he had. He did not 
have any bitterness, just gratefulness for the 
happiness God had given his family. 

But that was some years back now. Harold had 
drifted away from the Church. He hadn’t intended 
to, but one week he had a puncture in his car, 
the next he had a really bad cold, the following 
week, his son had phoned from Australia and 
the next week was not communion, so he didn’t 
make much effort to go. He had intended to go 
to the Carol Service and The Christmas Tree 
Festival, but his daughter had asked him to go 
down to Winchester for a long Christmas break 
to spend time with his Grand Children. Like 
so many, he just got out of the habit of regular 
Church attendance. 

But Harold had been stuck at home for 12 
weeks now. He felt he was a fit 72 year old and 
made the best of his daily walk, but his mind 
was on computer programmes not where he 
had walked. It was no trouble to Harold to be 
confined to home. He was sharp with his on 
line shopping and felt particularly proud that 
his business had developed the programme 
with a major supermarket a few years before, 
which was now being universally used during 
this pandemic. 

On this morning, though, Harold had decided 
to change his routine, he knew there was going 
to be an eclipse of the sun at 11 am. So he 
decided to go down to the Mill Pond in the 
village to see the reflection in the still water. 
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It was a lovely spot. As he stood there he 
reflected how important the use of water power 
had been to the community and also up on the 
hill he saw The Church with its weathervane 
twinkling in the sunshine with the remains of 
the windmill just behind it.  Whoever thought 
renewable energy was a new phenomenon? 
He went to lean on the wooden rail by the side 
of the pool and saw someone had burnt an 
inscription on it with a magnifying glass. ( he 
remembered putting his initials on his cricket 
bat at Winchester in the same way). This just 
said: What is life, if you have no time to stand 
and stare? He instantly recognised it as a quote 
from W.H.Davies’s classic poem. 

At that moment, the eclipse of the sun came 
over, which he clearly saw on the still Mill Pond. 
There was a strange light, the birds went quiet. 
He wondered if there had been an eclipse 
of the sun when Jesus died on the Cross. 
Then the eclipse moved over and a new light 
appeared. For the first time for years, Harold’s 
mind cleared of computer programmes and 
he noticed the leaves on the trees and the 
kingfisher on the branch and the ducks on 
the pond, with the majestic swan gliding over 
towards him. He remembered the passage in 
Matthew’s Gospel when Jesus said ’Consider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow…’.Then a 
soft voice quietly said behind him ‘God’s World 
is a beautiful World’ He recognised it as Sybil’s 
voice. 

Sybil had also lost her husband and over the next 
few months they became close companions, 
walking for miles admiring everything about 
the beautiful countryside. God had filled their 
lives with happiness again. Harold returned to 
Church with Sybil. He had allowed his faith to 
die, but now he could see Jesus in the lilies 
of the field. Don’t let your faith die in isolation. 
The Church maybe closed, but the beauty of 
his World is still there for everyone to enjoy. 
One of the most powerful weapons against any 
disease is: Faith. Faith in God’s World. 
                                                         John Parry

Smile Lines
Pancakes
A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, 
Kevin, five, and Ryan, three. The boys began 
to argue over who would get the first pancake. 
Their mother saw the chance for a moral 
lesson. “If Jesus were sitting here, He would 
say, ‘Let my brother have the first pancake, I 
can wait.’”Quick as a wink, Kevin turned to 
his younger brother and said, “Ryan, you be 
Jesus!”
Seagull
A father was at the beach with his children when 
the four-year-old son ran up to him, grabbed his 
hand, and led him to the shore where a seagull 
lay dead in the sand. “Daddy, what happened to 
him?”“He died and went to heaven,” the father 
replied.The boy thought a moment and then 
asked: “Why did God throw him back down?”
Lost in translation
Last year, some friends took their six-year-old 
on a car trip to France. To help pass the time on 
the way down to the Channel, they encouraged 
their son to practise his new reading skills by 
calling out road signs.He fell asleep just before 
they entered France. When he awoke, he saw 
the French motorway signs and rubbed his 
eyes. In a worried tone he whispered, “I think I 
forgot how to read while I was asleep.”
                                         Church News Service
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Mary 
patron 
repentant 
sinners 
contemplative 

life 
seven 
demons 
Tiberius 
galilee 

anoint 
feet 
follower 
end 
Jerusalem 

Crucifixion
foot 
cross 
tomb 
body 

morning 
faithful 
humble 
devotion 
privilege 

mankind 
risen 
appeared 
easter 
gardener 

disciples 
return 
obedient 
resurrection 
witness 
courage  

St Mary Magdalene, the woman with a past

It is easy to understand the popularity of Mary Magdalene over the centuries: she is the patron saint both 
of repentant sinners and of the contemplative life.  Jesus drove seven demons from Mary, who came from 
near Tiberius in Galilee. Mary has also sometimes been identified with the woman who anointed Christ’s 
feet in the house of Simon.  

She became His follower to the bitter end. She followed Him to Jerusalem and was present during the 
crucifixion, standing heart-broken at the foot of the cross. Her love for Jesus did not end there, for she went 
to the tomb to anoint His body on the Sunday morning.  Such faithful, humble devotion was richly repaid; it 
gave her a unique privilege among all mankind: she was the first person to whom the Risen Lord appeared 
on Easter Sunday morning. She thought He was the gardener at first.

Jesus told Mary to go to His disciples and tell them about His return to Heaven. She was obedient and 
became the first emissary of the resurrection. In those days, the witness of a woman was worthless. 
Despite ridicule, Mary had the courage to speak about Jesus in a place of great disbelief. 
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Local Activities - please inform the Editor of any changes.

Firewall Artists Circle  
 Margaret Bills - 01902 256357

2078 (Boscobel) Squadron Air
Training Corps,
 Now parade at Codsall High School
 contact tel no 01902 840332

1st Bilbrook Codsall Scout Group
 Scouting Centre Bilbrook Road.
 All Enquiries: Terry Cowling,
 92 Coniston Road, Palmers Cross  
 Tel: 01902 756738. 

British Red Cross Society
 Medical Loan Service
 BRC Stafford 01785 258155
 10.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m. Monday - Friday

Codsall Community Arts Festival
   Tel: 07852 200421
 Email: codsallartsfestival@gmail.com

Codsall Dramatic Society
 Contact - Colin Peterson.
 17 Highlands Road,Wolverhampton. 
 WV3 8AH. Tel 01902 330549

Codsall Parish Council
 Parish Council Office. Station Road
 Codsall 842426.

Codsall Badminton Club
  We play from 7.00-9.00pm every 
  Monday Night at Codsall Leisure 
  Centre.  For more information contact 
  Sandra Harris on 846355.

Codsall & Bilbrook Twinning
Association
 Ann Allan  Tel : 844660

Codsall Community High School
 Elliotts Lane, Tel: 01902 907560.
 Adult Education 01902 907566.
 
Codsall Outing Group
 Contact Brenda Peace, 844616

Whist Drive
 Codsall Whist Club meets every Monday  
 at Codsall Village Hall 1.15pm to 4.00pm  
 and is now recruiting new Members. 
 Experienced Players, Refreshers or  
 Beginnners are welcome to join us.  
 Contact Jean - 01902 593386.

Codsall & Bilbrook Conservative Branch
 Chairman: Val Chapman
 Tel: 01902 846413 or (m) 07718 911367 
   Email: val.chapman3@btinternet.com

South Staffordshire First Responders
 Andy Caddick  Tel: 07762 341589
 www.southstaffsfirstresponders.co.uk

Bilbrook Folk Dance Club
 Secretary: Mrs. Whiting,
 Pipers Cottage, 14 School Road,
 Edgmond, Newport, TF10 BLB.

South Staffs. Local Village Transport
 Sec: Mrs. J. Summers, 4 Deepmere
 Cottages, Wrottesley Road West, The
 Wergs, WV6 7LE. Tel:01902742108.

Codsall Cricket Club
 2 x adult teams, 5 x junior teams
 Based at Codsall Village Hall
 John Raby, 07837 723050 
   codsallcc@gmail.com

Codsall Gardening Society
 Janet Whigham. Tel: 844048.

Church of England Children’s Society
 Bilbrook: Mike Spragg.
 Tel: 845222
 Codsall: Mrs. Wendy Rook, 28  
 Bromley Gardens, Codsall Tel: 843760.

Codsall Leisure Centre
 Elliotts Lane, Codsall 844032

Codsall Library, South Staffs. District
Council Offices, Codsall. Tel: 842764
 Mon. Thurs. Fri. - 9.00 a m. - 5.00 p.m.
 Tues. 12.30 p.m. - 8.00 p.m.
 Wed. Closed. Sat. 9.30a.m. - 4.00 p.m.

Member of Parliament
 Gavin Williamson, M.P.
 Jubilee House, 59 Wolverhampton Road,
 Codsall WV8 1PX
 Sec: Claire Rudge, 01902 846616
  London contact number: 0207 219 7150.

W’ton Phoenix Club for the Widowed
 We meet every second Sunday in the   
 month at Codsall Village Hall, 7pm from  
 April to September and 2.30pm from 
 October to March.
 Contact: Anthea 01952 462905 or
 Ray 01785 840959

Codsall Forget-Me-Not Club (over 55)
 Wednesday 2.30 p.m. - 3.45 p.m.
 Tel: 846642

Codsall Transport
 Bookings taken Monday-Thursday
 9am-1pm for hospital & essential
 Journies.   Tel: 01902 845533.

R.S.P.B.S.W. Staffs. Local Group
 Group Leader: Mrs. T. M. Dorrance,
 39 Wilkes Road, Codsall. Tel. 847041.

Codsall ‘M’ Townswomen’s Guild
 Mrs. Josie Morris. Tel: 01785 841310

South Staffs. Conservative Association
 4 Station Road, Codsall WV8 1BX,
 Tel: 844985    Email: 
 office@southstaffsconservatives.org.uk

4th Codsall Guides & Rangers
 Julie Johnson, 8 Long Acre,
 Codsall, Tel. 847569, or 0777 6405025
   email - 
   fourthcodsallguides@btinternet.com

Codsall Wood WI
 Sec: Mrs M. Aspey, 144 Wood Road,
 Codsall 843394.

Codsall & Bilbrook History Society
 Sec: Mrs. Judy Davies,
 16 Wayside Acres, Codsall 847213.

Codsall Village Hall
 Enquiries: 843412 

Codsall Youth & Community Centre
 Eliotts Lane, Codsall.
 Contact: Viv Edwards Tel. 842191.

South Staffordshire CAB
  Civic Centre, Gravel Hill, 
  Wombourne,WV5 9HA
  Registered Charity Number 1118794
  Thurs 10am-1pm @ Codsall Village Hall

South Staffs (Codsall Wood)
G Scale Railway Group
 Contact: Roy Pedder 01902 752061.
 Email: railroy@aol.com

Tettenhall Wood Photographic Club
 Meet every Tuesday, September to
 May at 7.30 p.m. at the Institute,
 Wood Road, Tettenhall Wood.
 Contact: Trevor Lewis 01902 842679.

‘Craft in Company’ Evenings 
  We meet on 1st & 3rd Thursdays
  monthly, 6.30-9pm.  Bring your own 
  craft or try one of ours.  
  The Codsall Hive 842771
  
Codsall Poppy Appeal
  David & Julie Johnson 
  07887 397569/0777 6405025
  Email: 
  codsallpoppyappeal@btinternet.com

Codsall & Bilbrook Cancer Support Group
  We meet every 3rd Thursday of the month    
   at the Codsall Fire Station 10am - 12 noon.  
  Chairman Heather Dean - 842938

Codsall Community Group
   Shane Jenkinson : 07939 226656

Codsall & Bilbrook Work Club (South 
Staffs Work Clubs)
 Every Thursday 10-12noon at South  
   Staffs Council. Contact Val Chapman

Codsall Community High School 
Intergenerational Tea Parties for Senior 
Citizens
  Contact Val Chapman for details
  Tel: 01902 846413 or (m) 07718 911367 
   Email: val.chapman3@btinternet.com 




