
Gospel Sunday 24
th

   May 

John 17: 1-11 Jesus prays for his disciples 

 

This passage is the last part of Jesus teaching at the Last Supper – Jesus is 

praying for his disciples -  this is the fist part of the prayer. 

I think this is an extremely powerful passage. Jesus is asking God to give 

eternal life to all those who have followed him. He prays that they will know the 

true God, and as Jesus has completed his work on earth, and in doing so has 

glorified God, so now he will return to God’s presence. He prays that God will 

now protect his disciples, as he has done, and bring them to be one with the 

Father. 

I think the prayer in this reading is for all who follow Jesus. Later in this 

chapter, Jesus prays ‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of 

those who will believe in me through their word’. So Jesus is asking for God’s 

protection for all of us.  

I am finding at the moment that I am praying far more than I would be in the 

pre-COVID world. I wonder if you find the same. I think prayer for all of us is 

different – we each probably find it easier to pray in certain places, maybe we 

use candles to help us, or music, or paintings, or often for me it is the amazing 

world around us. I wonder where a special place is for you.  At the moment, 

particularly in this beautiful weather, as I walk Charlie, I thank God for the 

beauty of the world, and this special place we live in. But mostly, I pray for all 

those who are suffering at the moment – particularly those I know, and those I 

love. At many times during the day, I am reminded of someone who needs help, 

so I am often sending arrow prayers  (just a few words) to ask God to be with 

them. 

I think however we pray, God will listen, and God will help us and protect us 

and those we love.  

Here is a prayer I love, so I pray for you all 

Loving God, as we go through this day, may your Spirit come upon us. May our 

souls receive your blessing, and our hearts receive your love. May all those we 

meet, or even think of this day feel better for it. May we contribute peace. May 

we serve your purpose in all we do today and always.  Amen 

 

Take care and stay safe                With love and blessings         Jill Gollins xx 


