
Sermon for the first Sunday of Christmas (Sunday 30th December 2018) - Mike Fox 

Colossians 3:12-17 The New Life in Christ 
Luke 2:41-52  The Boy Jesus in the Temple 

“Who are we?”; a question that I thought we might consider as we reflect on the coming of 
the baby Jesus.  We have heard readings from Paul’s letter to the Colossians about the new 
life in Christ and what it might mean to the new Christians in Colossae … and from Luke’s 
gospel as we hear about the boy Jesus growing up.  The reading from Paul to the new church 
in Colossae is one of the options that are suggested to a couple getting married, though they 
do not choose it very often.  Just as you might start life again as a newly convinced follower 
of Jesus, similar possibilities occur to those starting life as a married couple.  It may be 
worth reflecting that the church is described in various places as the bride of Christ.  Paul 
speaks to the Corinthians about their relationship; he says in the first letter: “He who is 
joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him” (1 Corinthians 6:17) and in the second letter: 
“For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to 
Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:2), which suggests to me that, although we 
may be destined for marriage with our Redeemer, we haven’t quite 
reached that blissful state.  So, the book of Revelation, we read: “Let 
us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the 
Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready” (Revelation 
19:7).  Our final destiny is to be one with Christ … but it may take a 
lifetime. 
We don’t hear much about Jesus as a baby or as a child in the 
scriptures; he is born and visited by shepherds and kings, he is 
presented in the Temple at 40 days old, he goes to the annual festival 
when he is 12 years old; after that he don’t hear much about him until 
he is about 30, when he goes to John the Baptist to be baptised and to 
prepare for his new life of teaching and healing.  We don’t get much 
chance to hear how he grows up and learns his trade as a carpenter.  
We don’t even hear about what he learns in Egypt after he has fled 
from the clutches of King Herod.  If we ask who Jesus was, we rely on 
the gospels and their focus on the last week of his life with extended 
introductions concerning his earthly ministry.  At this time of year, we 
pick out the birth narratives and try to discern, together with the 
prophecies of the Old Testament, what they tell us.  Our aim might 
very well be to discover who we are in relation to our Saviour Jesus; 
after all, he is the One we believe who leads us to the Father. 
So, “who are we?”; we are made, according to Genesis, in the 
likeness of the God the Creator, though we are told shortly afterwards 
that we are fallen creatures.  We are redeemed, according to the gospels, to be like Jesus, 
being in this world as a child of the living God.  Jesus, on the night before he died, promised 
his disciples that he would send the Comforter, his Holy Spirit, to lead us into all truth.  We 
are in the world, tempted as he was and not worthy yet to be at his side in heaven – we are 
still limited by our earthly existence, though we may look forward to the time when we are 
fully with him.  When Paul speaks of Love in his well-known chapter of his first letter to the 
Corinthians, he speaks of seeing “in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I 
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know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, 
hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love” (1 Corinthians 
13:12-13).  We have the potential to dwell with the Lord in every moment, but until the end 
of time, we fall rather short of these things.  Which is why we like to dwell on the 
incarnation, on the time when God came to us as a fragile, helpless baby.  It is good to 
ponder on that and to wonder why we deserve his attention in that way. 
“Who are we?”; one of the clear messages from our first reading is that we need to examine 
ourselves and put on the clothes of compassion, kindness, humility, etc.  Then, perhaps, we 
can ask ourselves why do we need to do that.  Is the real me, clothed in these attributes, 
really like this or are we hiding a lesser being underneath these good things?  Paul says to 
the Colossians: “Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony” (Colossians 3:14).  It seems to me that there is love inside us all in the 
place where our spirit (with a small “s”) communes with the Spirit (with a large “S”) that 
Jesus promised to all his disciples.  All we have to do is to become still and know that God is 
with us.  So, as we clothe ourselves with all things good, we are responding to the divine 
urge that is truly in contact with us in every moment of every day.  Our inner spirit can grow 
as we practice and develop the inner communion that we all have with the divine.  And, as 
many others have said, we can work towards the potential of the real “me”, which of course 
has different characteristics for all of us; we are special in the eyes of the One who is 
continually making us who we really are. 

I don’t know how many of you followed the Royal Institution 
Christmas Lectures earlier in the week.  We certainly try and 
watch them; they are informative, entertaining and fun.  This 
year, the topic was: “who are we?” and the presenters delved 
into all the detailed genetic, biological and physiological 
aspects of our make-up.  It was fascinating.  But they didn’t 
once venture into the spiritual domain and explore our 
relationship with the Creator?  It’s the one thing about any 
scientific endeavour: it is only ever seeking to answer the what 
and the how of life, never the why or, as we are asking today, 
the who. 

Let’s move on twelve years to the time when 
Jesus finds himself with his family at the annual 
festival.  We can suppose that it was extra special 
this year because of his coming of age; it would 
have been the time when he is regarded now as 
adult in the eyes of those around him.  He would 
have been celebrating his Bar Mitzvah.  He no 
longer needs to rely on his parents for leading the 
way; he is able to do things for himself now.  He 
demonstrates this very clearly by seeking out the 
teachers and sits with them “listening and asking 
them questions. And all who heard him were 
amazed at h is understanding and his 
answers.” (Luke 2:46,47).  Jesus has found his inner self and it draws him into the circle of 
those who have studied matters of the divine.  It is interesting that he speaks of being “in my 
Father’s house” which is the place where he is most likely to find others who can help to 
expand his understanding.  Other translations speak of his “being about my Father’s 
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business”.  But Jesus is submissive following his parents’ rebuke and was “obedient to 
them” (Luke 2:51). It is clear that he does not have to be in the Temple to exercise his 
inquiring mind and spirit about divine matters – he can do it just as easily in the family home 
and, later no doubt, in his Father’s workshop. 
This is a good practice for us too, and we can do it whenever or wherever it suits us.  When 
we become still and listen to all that God wills of us, we begin to know that he is with us and 
can inspire us and strengthen us to continue with his work in the world.  It is not always easy 
to do, because it means putting all our worldly concerns to one side, listening intently and 
allowing his Spirit to speak to us. 
Then, we can move beyond the what and the how of life towards the why and the who and 
find out more about who we really are and why we are here …  

... in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, AMEN  


