
 Sermon for Harvest Thanksgiving (Sunday 4th October 2015) - Mike Fox 

Joel 2:21-27  God’s Response and Promise 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 Instructions concerning Prayer 
Matthew 6:25-33 Do Not Worry 

One of the things that we do every year is to give thanks for the harvest.  Whereas 
it was once an offering to the Lord of the fruits of our own land, it has gradually 
become an act of sharing some of our wealth with others not so fortunate.  The 
tinned goods will be offered to the Wolverhampton food bank – why is such a thing 
necessary in an advanced economy such as ours?  The collection of goods that 

grew last weekend and over the 
first few days of last week will 
be taken to the asylum seekers who have made 
it all the way to Calais, living in the camps 
there but who now face the harshness of the 
winter; all very worthwhile, but a drop in the 
ocean of what is needed.  The money that we 
are giving today will go to Water Aid acting on 
the frontline to bring clean water and sanitation 
to a world that struggles to respond to these 
needs. 

Where have we gone so wrong?  These things are only tokens, things that we do occasionally, 
whereas we acknowledge God to be the source of tremendous generosity, more than we can ever 
dream about.  The prophet Joel speaks of all the things that have gone wrong too; he laments over 
the ruin of the country and he calls for priests and people to repent and pray for better times.  After 
he has spent his energy decrying the state of the land, he proclaims God’s response and promise to 
improve their lot and speaks of God’s spirit being poured out.  In the passage we have just read, we 
are reminded about God’s presence and action in all that we see around us.  In that respect it is quite 
like the Celtic spirituality that our Iona 
pilgrims may have encountered last week.  
We see the work of the Creator in the rich 
land that can be used to grow food for our 
animals and for ourselves.  The rain has 
come down to water the crops and bring 
forth abundance so that “the threshing 
floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall 
overflow with wine and oil” [Joel 2:24] and 
the verse after our reading for today, we 
hear: “I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old 
men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions.” [Joel 2:28].  Celtic spirituality 
captures this three-fold movement from creation that has fallen through salvation from the Lord to 
the flowing of the spirit amongst us. 

Through all that, we can recognise and praise the God who cares for us and who sustains us through 
everything that we do.  Our response may well be the one suggested by Paul in his first letter to 
Timothy – let us pray to the spirit who gives us life, but especially let us pray for all those in high 
positions who have the power to make things happen; let us speak truth to power.  One of the things 



that we may wish to be engaged with over the next couple of months is the build-up of concern 
being expressed for the well-being of the planet as a whole, which will culminate in the Climate 
Summit in Paris over the first two weeks of December.  We are getting perilously close to the 
tipping point for our environment after which the global temperature runs away and we have no 
hope of controlling it.  For those who believe in the ability of the earth to look after its own, some 

have even suggested that the human race 
will be unable to survive as the forces of 
nature take over.  So it is vital that we think 
ever more seriously on our use of resources 
and work towards a sustainable approach to 
living – here are a few of the new United 
Nations proposed sustainable goals: 

Goal 2 says:   “End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote 
sustainable agriculture” 

Goal 6 says:    “Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for 
all” 

Goal 13 says:  “Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts” 
Goal 17 says: (the last goal) “Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the 

global partnership for sustainable development” 

Eleven of the seventeen goals have the word “sustainable” in the wording and give a clue as to how 
the targets may be met.  We may be able to add a spiritual dimension to all of that.  

Jesus says: “Do not worry – O ye of little faith – but strive first for the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.” [Matthew 6:30-33].  The kingdom, as Matthew 
describes further in chapter 25, is that state we reach when we respond 
adequately to all need: “for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and 
you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” [Matthew 
25:35-36].  These things we do as part of our own harvest … and it is a 
focus that we are beginning to think more and more about as we 
consider our own fruitfulness when we move out from worship into 
the world around us.  We take with us insights from our encounter 
with God and bring back our concerns to offer them in prayer to the 
One who makes us, redeems us and sustains us. 

We can rely on the Spirit to be with us whenever we need such a response; all we have to do is 
listen, and we will be given all the instruction that we require …  

... in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, AMEN 


