
10 15 St Luke’s Day Isiah 35.3-6, 2 Timothy 4.5-17, Luke 10.1-9 

In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

It’s rather suitable that I preach this sermon on the day we give thanks for St Luke because 

he is the patron saint of doctors – and I’ve seen a lot of doctors in the past 45 years or so. 

I have a lot for which I am thankful to the medical profession and the thickness of my file at 

New Cross is proof of that. 

* * * * * *  

In our gospel reading for today St Luke records the story of Jesus appointing the 70 and 

sending them out ahead of him  

It’s interesting to know that the number 70 is symbolic to the Jews. 

It’s the number of elders appointed to help Moses in the time that the nation was still in the 

wilderness – looking forward to when they would live in the land of milk and honey. 

The Sanhedrin – the supreme council of the Jews had 70 members - and at the time that 

Luke was writing his account of Jesus life and ministry it was believed that there were 70 

nations in the world. 

Jesus acknowledges that they will be going into danger – like lambs into the midst of wolves 

- but gives them instructions on what they are to do and how to conduct themselves. 

They are to carry no personal possessions and wear no sandals and to greet no-one that 

they meet. 

I thought this would be counter-productive to spreading the Good news – but on doing a bit 

of research I found that there is a deeper meaning to all these things. 

They were not to be distracted by anything they were carrying – and – I suppose – not to be 

vulnerable to thieves.  Not speaking to anyone they met was to stress that they have a task 

to fulfil and must not be diverted to anything else. When they reached a destination – if 

welcomed they were to stay where invited and not move about looking for the best place.  If 

not welcomed – they were to do the traditional thing and shake the dust from their feet as 

they left. 

This was a lot to ask of inexperienced Galilean men – but they had confidence in Jesus and 

what he asked of them.  They understood that whatever he told them to do would be OK as 

long as they did as he asked.  And – if you read on in chapter 10 of St Luke’s Gospel you will 

find that – in time –they returned full of excitement that even the demons had recognised 

that they were working on behalf of Jesus and had obeyed them. 

In contrast the reading from Isiah comes from the 2nd half of the 8th century before Christ’s 

coming.  The people to whom he writes are in Judah – at that time the southern part of 

Palestine. 

They were threatened by a powerful neighbour – but the real threat to the people was their 

own sin and wickedness and disobedience to God and lack of trust in him.  In vivid words 



and actions the prophet called the people and their leaders to a life of righteousness and 

justice.  He also foretold a time of peace when God would send a descendant of David – 

who would be the messiah –the chosen one to save them from their enemies. 

Those hearing his words would be reassured of a better future – although they didn’t know 

that their people would wait such a long time for the coming of the Messiah 

In contrast Paul knew about the marvellous works of the Son of God – he knew that Isiah’s 

forecast had come true – the blind had been given back their sight and the lame had been 

enabled to walk again.  But when he wrote the letter to Timothy he was coming to the end of 

his life – having visited many places to share the Good News with the gentiles and having 

suffered much for his faith. 

* * * * * * * 

Sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ is so different now – there is less to fear – but this 

doesn’t always make us confident to share our Christian faith and all that Jesus means to us. 

It’s wonderful to have the freedom to come here on Sunday mornings – and at several other 

times – to worship together.  But sometimes we are called to help- not quite as lambs to the 

slaughter – but in ways that contribute to the work for and furtherance to the sharing of the 

Good News.   

It’s not just the ministry team’s task to tell people about Jesus Christ – but often we don’t 

have the confidence – we don’t know what to say – we are frightened of saying the wrong 

thing or making fools of ourselves. 

I hope that our Fruitfulness course will help with this – I understand that it will help us to be 

open to God’s guidance in who to speak to and what to say.  

At a recent meeting Mike and I heard the statistics for the number of people who visit our 

churches for occasional services – Baptisms - weddings and funerals. 

The total was in the thousands. 

These also are prospective members of the body of Christ and we must strive to make their 

visits positive and meaningful. 

So many people work hard to make this church a pleasant place to visit – an impressive 

building to host our various services – and somewhere that anyone can come to for peace 

and quiet. 

But – this being Church Life Sunday – you can guess what I’m going to say next. 

Help is always needed for many tasks – and – I think you’re going to be told about that soon 

by someone who knows more about it than I do 

So I pray that you seek God’s guidance – as did Isiah – Paul and Luke – and discern where 

God is leading you and what he wants you to do. 


