
 

 

What do think of Teresa May, and her plans for grammar 

schools? What’s your view of Jeremy Corbyn and the 

current state of the Labour party? And do you have, 

perhaps, any opinions about a certain Donald Trump? 

We may not always talk about our political opinions, but 

most of us have plenty of views about the people in power 

- the people in the news.  

So, here’s a question... What difference should our 

Christian faith make to those views? If we had a cross 

section of our views here this morning, and compared it 

with a cross section of those who aren’t here, who live in 

Codsall - should we expect any difference? 

That’s a big subject. We might have a stab at it by looking 

at our first reading, from Amos. It seems that when it 

comes to the behaviour of the powerful, what may matter 

most in God’s eyes is how they treat the poor and needy. 

You might remember a book by David Shepherd, the 

Bishop of Liverpool, called ‘Bias to the poor’, which 

explored this understanding. 

So we could start by assessing the political actions of our 

leaders against this standard. And our second reading, 

from Paul’s First Letter to Timothy, suggests something 

else we should do. We should pray for all those who are in 

high positions. 

 

Is that something that you do often? Do you often pray for 

Theresa May or Jeremy Hunt or Boris Johnson? Do you 

ever pray for the two US presidential candidates? Or for 

our own member of parliament? 

I think most of us might be more inclined to harummph at 

them, when they’re on the news - or laugh at them - or 

follow the latest stories about them with anger or with 

glee. But we wouldn’t necessarily pray for them. 

And maybe that’s understandable. Maybe we are a bit 

dubious about the difference that would make. After all, 

we’ve prayed about a lot of political situations and we 

don’t necessarily see things change. 

But is that what prayer is all about? On the whole, I 

believe that prayer is more about changing us, the ones 

who are praying, than changing other people. So what 

difference might it make to us if we pray for our leaders - 

if we somehow hold them in our prayers before God? 

Well, it may help us to remember and begin to really take 

on board some important things. Firstly, this figure from 

the news - this person who is the centre of so much media 

attention and speculation, is actually a human being just 

like us. They are not some other species - even if we 

sometimes ask what planet they are one. And that includes 

Donald Trump. 

 



 

 

We may often look down on our politicians, but we are all 

fallible. We’ve seen recently how power and money can 

have a corrupting effect on those who move in high circles 

- quite often we see the mighty fall. But can we be sure 

that we would be immune to those influences if we were 

in their position? I’ve sometimes noticed, after some 

meeting with the Bishop and other high powered people, 

that I don’t really like the way I am in those situations - 

the way I want to impress the top people at the expense of 

others. What sort of traps might we fall into if we had 

access to too much power, or money? 

So praying for our leaders might help us see that they are 

fallible and human - just like us. And holding those in the 

news before God can also remind us of something else. 

They are loved by God. In fact they are loved just as much 

as we are. I think maybe we should all get T shirts saying 

‘God loves Donald’ - and on the back ‘Jesus loves 

Jeremy’. It would be a great advert for the limitless love of 

God! These people that the papers vilify and the internet 

ridicules are eternally loved by God. 

So we may begin to see our leaders as real people who 

God loves. And if we pray for them in the real political 

situations that they face, we might be reminded that acting 

with integrity and courage and wisdom in those situations 

is not easy. We may see that some are trying to do this, 

whether or not we agree with them - and that might 

quieten our outpourings of complaint. And even where we 

really doubt the motives of those in power, that might lead 

us, not to contempt, but to sorrow, and lament - if only 

they could see the harm they are doing, if only they would 

find God’s way of justice and peace, if only... 

And that in turn might lead us to action - writing a letter to 

our MP, or signing a petition, or joining a protest march. 

But our action would be coming from a different place - 

not as an attack on an enemy, but as an attempt to turn the 

heart and influence the actions of someone who is a 

fallible human being like us, and loved by God. Prayer can 

and should often lead to action - but think about how 

different the action which arises from prayer might be. 

And what creative possibilities our prayer might open up. 

Like the 50,000 Jubilee 2000 protesters making a human 

chain around the G8 meeting in Birmingham in 1998, as 

an expression of their prayer fuelled longing for justice, 

making a real impact on the policy of our government. 

So here’s a suggestion - every time you read and article, or 

watch a news piece, or follow an online story about a 

politician you can’t stand, see if you can stop and allow 

yourself to be aware of God there with you - and see what 

difference it might make to hold your feelings before him, 

as a prayer. 

And maybe we could go one step further. Jesus says ‘You 

cannot serve God and wealth’. I wonder if today he might 

also say ‘You cannot serve God and the media’. It’s the 



 

 

news media which can often become our master - we have 

to keep up with the news of the latest political 

development, we feel - either catching each news bulletin, 

or scanning the paper, or using the BBC app, or tuning in 

to the in depth analysis. We can feel that somehow this is 

our duty - as well as being drawn in by the drama of it all, 

this ongoing game of goodies and baddies. 

So maybe there is another challenge we could set 

ourselves - and it will be a challenge for me.  What if 

every time we are tempted to tune in to the media, we tune 

in to God instead? What if instead of following an ongoing 

narrative which we cannot influence, we open ourselves 

up to God so that he can make a real influence on us and 

on our day.  

It might be just pausing, and remembering that God is 

with us. It might be finding a book which contains some 

spiritual wisdom to read, or picking our reading sheet from 

Sunday to look at again, or using our reading notes, or 

praying for someone we know - or someone in the news. 

Imagine shifting where some of the most powerful 

influences come from in our lives from the media moguls, 

to the Lord of love. 

Then, maybe, we might sometimes turn back to the news 

story - but we will be coming from a different place - not 

longing for someone to get their comeuppance, but 

longing for God’s kingdom of love to become more real in 

our world.  

It would be a challenge, wouldn’t it? Can we become as 

good at keeping up with God, as we are at keeping up with 

the news? Shall we have a go this week? And let each 

other know how we’re getting on? Feel free to check up on 

me... And let’s see if we notice any difference. 

  


