
“I didn’t like to ask...”         
(Sunday Bible Readings:  Wisdom of Solomon1:16 – 2:1,12-22; James 3:13 – 4:3, 7-8;  Mark 9:30-37) 
 

“I didn’t like to ask.”  Have you ever said that?  Something you were dying to know but for one reason or 
another felt it might be inappropriate, or perhaps too embarrassing to ask.  Maybe it would take too much 
courage to ask.  Or it might reveal ignorance – and that would never do!  Then there can be the fear that the 
answer might, in some way, be uncomfortably challenging.  “No, I didn’t like to ask.” 
 
Questions are interesting and tricky things.  They are essential, of course.  If we didn’t ask questions we would 
spend the greater part of our lives “in the dark”, unable to function effectively; not able to make sensible and 
wise decisions; finding it impossible to form opinions.  In our media-dominated world we quite like it when 
others ask the questions we would like to ask.  How many of us watch “Question Time” or listen to “Any 
Questions?”  Do you listen to the “Today” programme or watch “News-night” where people are grilled by 
professional questioners.  Yes, we may not like to ask – but we recognise that questions are vitally important. 
 
In our Gospel reading for today there were references to questions which pose for us some interesting – um... – 
well,  questions! 
 
Did you notice that after Jesus had told his disciples about his forthcoming suffering and death – and the fact 
that he would rise again (a statement that you would think would pose some very obvious questions!) – we’re 
told that the disciples “did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.”  They didn’t like to 
ask...  I wonder why that was.  We would at the very least expect the usually outspoken Peter to have jumped in 
and asked Jesus what he was talking about!  No, “they were afraid to ask”. 
 
In thinking about why they didn’t challenge Jesus, it’s helpful for us to try and put ourselves in that situation 
and ask whether we would have said anything – or whether it would have been one of those times when we 
would have said, “I didn’t like to ask”.  Very likely, I guess, we would be afraid of what the answer might be.  
Jesus was actually telling his disciples something very powerful and challenging about himself – it was an 
amazing statement.  To ask a question and be given an answer would mean being presented with a choice.  The 
disciples would have to make up their own mind about whether or not they could identify with what was going 
to happen to Jesus.  He seemed to have accepted his fate – what were the implications for them? 
 
I found some interesting parallels to this Gospel reading in the passage from the ‘Wisdom of Solomon’ which we 
heard: the people being written about had obviously been presented with a choice and were clearly rattled by 
“the righteous man” who is referred to, and they could only say that “the very sight of him is a burden to us.”  
“His ways are strange.”  The truth is that the actions of those who seek humbly to live a godly life can be a real 
challenge to us.  The sentiments of those people in ‘Wisdom’ are expressed so vividly in the life of Jesus.  It’s a 
reminder to us that the way of Jesus is a very challenging and disturbing way – and we can be tempted not to 
ask questions because once we hear a response we can’t pretend that we don’t know!   
 
I was thinking about how this might look in our lives today.  Clearly Jesus isn’t with us in the same physical way 
as he was for the disciples and so we have to give some thought to what it means for us to ask Jesus a question.  
It occurred to me that Simon gave us a very good example last week as he spoke on Racial Justice Sunday and 
was helping us to think about our response to the plight of those seeking refuge from war and destruction.  He 
said that he’d found himself thinking – significantly “found himself thinking...” 
 

“if I lived in a country which was ravaged by war, and if I had the chance to take my family to a safer place, what 
would I do?” 

 
It seems to me that that’s just what it looks like when we ask Jesus a question.  We “find ourselves” asking a 
question.  We might recognise it’s about opening up our lives to the truth – to the one who is The Truth.  It can 
look as though we are questioning ourselves – but if we have the courage to do that honestly and prayerfully, 
we are open to the possibility of finding what is the way of Truth for us.   
 
Day in and day out there will be issues and challenges that we have to face as we follow Jesus.  Do we have the 
courage to ask the questions that will make it necessary for us to make a choice? 
 

 



This avoidance by the disciples of asking a question wasn’t the only reference to questions in our Gospel 
reading.  A little further on we discover that Jesus had no qualms about asking them a question.  I asked you at 
the beginning if you’d ever found yourself saying, “I didn’t like to ask...”   I must now ask you if you’ve ever been 
cautioned:   
 

“You don’t have to say anything.  But it may harm your defence if you do not mention, when questioned, 
something which you rely on in court.  Anything you do say can be given in evidence.” 

 
“What were you arguing about on the way?” Jesus asks the disciples.  We’re simply told, “They were silent...”  
“No comment!”  They obviously felt it could be given in evidence!  Jesus knew that they were arguing amongst 
themselves about who was the greatest.  This time the disciples’ embarrassment is not about what they might 
hear if they were to ask a question.  Now they are embarrassed about giving an answer to a question!   
 
We’ve thought about why it might be challenging to ask Jesus a question – now we must think about the times 
when it would be difficult to give an answer.  Each of us can think about the ways in which we think Jesus 
would want to challenge us.  I was struck again by the people described in the ‘Wisdom’ reading.  Their problem 
with the “righteous man” was that “he is inconvenient to us.”  I can imagine that the times when I would want to 
keep silent is when Jesus might challenge me to some action that I would find “inconvenient”.  When I have 
made up my mind about something, I don’t want Jesus coming along asking questions and ‘upsetting the apple 
cart’ – that’s very inconvenient.  (I expect some of you have seen Al Gore’s powerful film “An Inconvenient 
Truth” – a film that posed many challenging questions about the environment and Climate Change and 
reminded us that facing the truth can be very inconvenient.) 
 
The heart of the issue is again about Truth.  What Jesus was doing was asking his disciples to look at themselves 
and be truthful about what they were doing.  And that can be very uncomfortable.  Whether it’s about the 
inconvenience of our plans being upset, or our desire for status – as it was for the disciples – or some other way 
in which we realise Jesus is challenging us to face up to something, we are being asked to look honestly within 
ourselves and see where the Truth of God is to be found. 
 
The very encouraging thing about this story is that Jesus didn’t rebuke his disciples – he didn’t show them up 
and try to shame them.  Jesus simply pointed to the Truth.  They were concerned about who was the greatest – 
he reminded them that “whoever wants to be first – the greatest – must be the servant of all.”  Enough said. 
 
Jesus is very kind and gracious with us.  We have no need to fear when Jesus confronts us with the truth about 
ourselves.  We don’t have to worry about being cautioned – we’re not going to end up in court!  His desire is not 
to shame us but to lead us more deeply into the way of Truth. 
 

 
So there we have two different aspects of dealing with questions.  And, not surprisingly when you think about 
it, it’s all about truth.  The important thing here is that it’s about the one who is The Truth. 
 
In another Gospel we hear Jesus telling his followers that the Truth will set them free.  As we have the courage 
to face the truth – the truth that Jesus wants to show us about himself and his way, and the truth about 
ourselves – we will find ourselves being set free.  God’s questions are all about opening up – never closing 
down.   God’s truth is about broadening horizons not putting us in prison.  God’s truth leads us into the fullness 
of life. 
 


