
 Sermon for All Saints Sunday (Sunday 2nd November 2014) - Mike Fox 
Revelation 7:9-17 The multitude from every nation 
1 John 3:1-13  Children of God 
Matthew 5:1-12 The Beatitudes 

“Blessed are you … rejoice and be glad, for your reward is in heaven” [Matthew 5:11-12].  You 
will have noticed that I have shortened the quote and left out all the impossible things that others 
might throw at us as we remain focussed on God.  I’ve done that deliberately because, if we are to 
reach the goal that we all strive for, our reward in heaven, nothing must distract us on the way.  The 
devil, if we like to personalise him in that way, must have no grounds for claiming us at all – we 
must remain constant in our devotion to our Lord.  His way must be the only one that guides us and 
drives us on.  Jesus demands nothing less from his disciples. 
We look up to them now as part of the multitude robed in white at the end of time in front of the 
throne before the Lamb.  And we look to them especially today when we think of all the Saints who 
have gone before us.  I think we have to be careful not to limit sainthood to those who go through 
the process of beatification and become Saints; we are all saints.  On this earth, the traditional term 
is the “saints militant”, the ones who are struggling with all the things that are expressed in that last 
beatitude.  One day, we will be beyond that and will qualify to become a member of the “saints 
triumphant”, the ones who join the multitude that no one can number.  They are all around us now 
and influence us in our thinking and behaviour.  We might like to draw upon certain people, alive or 
dead, who give us clues about how we are to live our lives, but essentially we have to become 
ourselves.  We face death alone, and we should rely on no one else to discover who we are 
ourselves – that’s our prime task in life, to come to know who we are. 
John tells us that we are God’s children now.  We may be surprised, when we encounter the great 
mysteries that are God, that we belong in that context.  There is no exclusion – we all have a part to 

play, an individual part that is ours alone.  That is why 
we need to discover who we are, so that we can 
perform in an authentic way.  The Greeks at the oracle 
at Delphi, where people went to discover what lay 
ahead for them, were confronted by the inscription: 
“Know yourself, and you will surely know the gods and 
the universe.”  They were clear that our prime task on 
earth is to discover who we are.  Once we can do that 
and can love ourselves, we are in a good position to go 
on and love God and love our neighbour as our self 
[Matthew 22:36-40].  This was part of the gospel for 
last Sunday when Jesus was challenged to define the 
greatest commandment.  If you look at John chapter 17, 

you will find Jesus praying with his disciples on the night before he died in just this way – he 
prayed first for himself, putting himself right with God and preparing for the biggest test of his 
whole life, and then for his disciples who would be carrying on his Work after he had been killed. 
So, what is the Work?  Some would say that we have it summed up neatly for us in the beatitudes 
and have gone on to write books about why they are convinced that this is so.  They are part of a 
journey into God himself for anyone to follow, just as are the Ten Commandments or the Lord’s 
Prayer.  We can perhaps focus just on the Beatitudes this morning.  The first thing to say about them 
is that they were addressed directly to the disciples.  Jesus saw the crowds and withdrew up the 



mountain and gathered his closest disciples around him as he began to teach.  That tells us that this 
teaching is central to all that Jesus stood for – it is part of the essence that they all must learn if they 
are to follow in his Way, the way that leads to eternal life or life in God.  I wonder how many of you 
feel that you are in the heart of God?  Not many, I guess, it just sounds too presumptuous, but we 
may feel more comfortable with the notion that he lives in our heart.  Jesus promised his disciples 
in the Upper Room that He would send the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, to support and guide them 
all after He had gone from them.  So it’s not unreasonable to align with that way of thinking today.  
After the resurrection, in John’s account, we read about the disciples locking themselves away for 
fear of the Jews, but Jesus came into their midst, breathing the life of the Spirit into them all.  I 
much prefer that story to Luke’s grand entrance of the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost as a rushing, mighty wind and tongues of fire – 
however, that’s just me.  You choose your own – you may even 
have a precious memory of something that has transformed your 
life and set you on fire for the Lord; hang on to that, for it is special 
for you – it is part of knowing who you are. 
It leads on to the first beatitude, when you realise that you are poor 
in spirit; you finally admit that you cannot do anything on your 
own, but you rely on the Holy Spirit speaking to your inner being 
and giving you enlightenment – that’s very precious and it puts you 
on the way to the kingdom of heaven.  We all deserve that, but we 
must be attentive if we are to follow – picture yourself with those 
disciples on the mountain; they couldn’t get enough of what Jesus 
was saying. 
One of these days, we will find that we have suffered a great loss – we may have done already and 
we cannot see any route through what life has put in our way; everything we have worked for has 
gone; all that we had hoped for is no longer possible; what do we do?  Jesus promises that we will 
be comforted, the Holy Spirit is always at our side to help us choose the narrow way that takes us 

through to the other side. 
It’s not something that we can claim any credit for; we are, Jesus 
says, to be meek and we will inherit the earth; we will achieve our 
God-given potential; because we now recognise the value of the 
Spirit within, we will know how we are to respond to any given 
situation.  We will be able to become a co-creator with God himself.  
What an enormous privilege! 
Because we are beginning now to understand our own abilities and 
know how to draw on the wisdom of the Spirit, we can see ourselves 
longing for making a good and valued contribution to all that we find 
around us.  Someone once said that there is no such thing as a happy 
coincidence; there are opportunities for us to shine once we learn how 
to recognise what is right – we will truly be filled with the Holy Spirit 
if we can bring God’s power to bear as we act for right. 
It’s not just human rights that we need to concern ourselves with – it 

is divine rights that we have to align with; we will be able to turn others around too as we find the 
need to be merciful towards them.  I’m sure you will have experienced the gift of reciprocity; it 
encourages us to reach out in love to all around us – it’s the end product of our church’s mission 
statement. 

Carl Bloch - Sermon on the Mount



It all starts though from our common understanding; if we can be genuinely rooted in God and 
supported by each other, our faith will become purer and we will be less distracted from the narrow 
way that I started with – we will discover that we can begin to recognise God all around us; we will 
recognise that of God working in other people and we can help to reinforce that. 
We will begin to see those things 
that drive people apart and can 
perhaps find ways of reconciling 
apparently opposing views or 
teaching people or groups to respect 
one another.  Wolverhampton is a 
marvellous place to try this out in 
terms of the variety of faiths that 
exist in and around the city, but it 
becomes much more serious and 
demanding when we are faced with mindless or determined violence – bringing peace to such a 
situation requires a lot more than words, a lot of insight and a lot of patience with all sides.  But it is 
what God would desire most of all on this earth, that we might earn the right to be called children of 
God, full members of his kingdom. 
It’s not really so common in our condition here, but sometimes our role simply leads to persecution; 
we seem totally unable to influence the situation, but we must stick up for what is right at all costs.  
At the very least we are ostracised and it could be far worse – how would we cope with that? Would 
we still claim our allegiance to God?  Would we, like Peter, deny any knowledge that we once had?  
Matthew records that, when Peter realised, “he went out and wept bitterly” [Matthew 26:75] – that 
was the moment for him when he knew what he himself had to go through. 
So, it seems to me that we have arrived back where we started.  Do we perhaps know it a little 
better now?  Will we have our reward in heaven? 

... in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, AMEN
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