
 Sermon for the 2nd Sunday after Trinity (Sunday 14th June 2015) - Mike Fox 

Ezekiel 17:22-24 Israel Exalted at Last 
2 Corinthians 5:6-17 The Ministry of Reconciliation 
Mark 4:26-34  Parable of the Growing Seed, the Mustard Seed and the use of parables 

There’s a tremendous spiritual power in our readings for today.  Ezekiel speaks of it using the 
analogy of cedar twigs being transplanted and representing the height of Israel’s power.  Whenever 
we read books in the bible, especially the older ones, we have to be quite careful with timing and 
authorship, but it is clear that Ezekiel is an important priest who was exiled to Babylon along with 
the ruling class, if we may put it that way.  But his focus remains on the spiritual life with the 
Temple in Jerusalem at its centre.  Ezekiel and his people will have been devastated with the 

destruction of the Temple and all that it means, but in the end 
they can look forward to its rebuilding and the return to a life 
they can call their own.  It makes a bit more sense if you 
read the whole of chapter 17 instead of the punch-line at the 
end as we have done when all shall be made whole once 
more.  Ezekiel uses some very dramatic images in his 
writings and none more so than here: the twig of the 
Lebanese cedar is the house of Israel and, after enforced 
exile in Babylon, the prophecy says that they will return 
home, but the important thing is that God looks after them 
wherever they are. 

We can recognise part of the tragedy of the Middle East here, at least from one side, that Jerusalem 
and its sacred buildings are home to more than one tradition and that underlies the whole of the on-
going struggle in the Middle East.  Babylon too has its own cultural heritage that is in danger now 
of coming under a similar destruction from the so-called Islamic State; history does have a habit of 
repeating itself, doesn’t it?  The question I would want to ask is: “does the destruction of where we 
feel safe make us long for former times or can we pick ourselves up and move boldly into the 
future?”  We hear quite a lot these days about people on the move, fleeing from harsh conditions or 
terror – would that we could find ways of preventing this at source, but we do need to respond with 
compassion to those people who have nowhere else to go.  And a second question, which is implied 
in the writings of the prophet Ezekiel, is: “does God punish a rebellious or sinful people?”  It would 
not be a God I recognise, especially if He favours one side rather than another. 

Let’s think a bit more about God residing in the 
Temple and that being the place where we have to 
go to worship and to be with Him.  Before 
Solomon built the Temple at Jerusalem, God used 
to travel about in a tent and be set up at the centre 
of the camp each time the wandering Israelites 
paused in their journeys; He was always in their 
midst, but in a particular place.  Do we come to 
church here at St.Nicholas because this is where 
we will find God?  It seems to me that this 
emphasis was already changing in Jesus’ day.  
Jesus did go to the Temple and the local synagogue 
to read from the scriptures and to worship with His fellow Jews, but He also went out into the hills 



to pray to His heavenly Father and to act as a wandering healer and teacher to all those who 
gathered around Him … and they were certainly satisfied, judging by the numbers of people that we 
hear about crowding around Him.  God was no longer confined just to the Temple. 

Paul, in his second letter to the Corinthians speaks of a new 
creation.  He begins by questioning whether we can be 
comfortable either being at home in the body and away from 
the Lord or at home with the Lord and away from the body.  
He seems to be raising the question of where to find the 
Lord when we live our old ways, the ways perhaps of the 
world that we are used to.  “He is not here, He is 
risen” [Luke 24:5], I hear the angels telling the women 
come to anoint His body in the tomb … and in the upper 
room on the night before He died, Jesus Himself prays for 
his disciples: “I have given them your word, and the world 
has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just 
as I do not belong to the world. 15I am not asking you to 
take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them 

from the evil one.” [John 17:14,15]  We sometimes suggest that believers should be in the world, 
but not of it.  We need to be in the world, carrying on the work that Jesus started, but we bring His 
kingdom values to the situations that we find ourselves in and challenge the values that the world 
sometimes brings.  We need to be that new creation that Paul speaks about, being a vessel through 
which the Spirit can speak and work; no-one ever said that it would be easy, but Jesus promises that 
the Spirit will be with us wherever we go and can guide us through the trickiest of situations.  We 
need to take God’s temple with us as we go out into the world, and not rely on getting our God-fix 
(may I call it that?) only when we go to the Temple. 

If I may quote from Paul’s sermon to the Athenians at the 
Areopagus: “God that made the world and all things therein, 
seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwells not in 
temples made with hands, neither is worshipped with men's 
hands, as though he needed anything, seeing he gives to all, 
life, and breath, and all things, and has made of one blood all 
nations, for to dwell on the face of the earth. That they should 
seek the Lord, if happily they might feel after him, and find 
him, though he is not far from every one of us; for in him we 
live, and move, and have our being.” [Acts 17:24-28].  He is 
closer to us than our breathing.  We are in Christ, as He is in 
us, and it’s interesting here that Paul says that this drive is 
relevant to all nations, not just Jews or Christians. 

Our gospel speaks of the teaching that Jesus gave, in this case 
pushing out from the shore in a boat so that He could address 
them all.  He spoke with many parables and we are told that 
He only spoke in parables to the crowds, yet explained 
everything to His disciples in private – I wonder what you 
make of that.  Stories can be very powerful and action can illustrate truth better probably than 
simply speaking out.  Here Jesus is speaking about the spread of the Word, about the building of 
God’s kingdom upon earth.  It is like seeds that sprout and grow and then produce a great harvest; 



that hasn’t been my experience yet this year – I’ve struggled to get some seeds even to germinate, 
but that’s by the way – it’s probably been too cold or dry recently.  No, the seeds that Jesus is 
speaking about flourish and spread the word effectively to all who hear them … and that’s what is 
important, that they hear them; they don’t just go out of the other ear, they lodge in between and 
trigger some understanding about what they mean.  And then the meaning comes out and is 
expressed in some action out in the world that is required to satisfy a need that we find confronting 
us.  So “the Word became flesh and lived among us” [John 1:14].  Whenever we act on His behalf 
out in the world, that is the effect, and it is what He wills for us to do and be for Him. 

We had a demonstration by the First Responders during the 
Civic Service last Sunday evening and I was speaking to 
one of them afterwards.  It transpired that that part of the 
service had only been suggested fairly soon before the 
service and they hadn’t practiced it very much.  Since they 
were simply showing what they are prepared to do in an 
emergency, it was a question of allowing their training to 
come out, even when they asked one of the councillors to 
come out and follow the instructions provided.  Whilst the 
exercise was a good example of what they are prepared to 

do, and in the extreme case, keep life going until the professionals arrive and take over, it seemed to 
me that it is probably far easier to do when the need is there and someone is on the edge than to 
demonstrate what to do on a dummy who will survive to be used next time anyway.  In a real 
situation, there is no need for explanation – the proof is in the saving of life and our instincts take us 
through what is needed.  I think if you ask anyone commended for bravery or quick action in saving 
life, you would probably find that they would say: “I only did what was needed”. 

I think we can rely on the Spirit to be with us whenever we need such a response; all we have to do 
is listen, and we will be given all the instruction that we require …  

... in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, AMEN 


